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*HE Fur Vi of the 8 Trea- 


£49 Liſe was a 
one who had been highly preferred in the 
Church of Rome, could he have diſpenſed 
with her Sor's profitable Sin of Ln and 


Eguivocation. In his time he was looked 
upon as a Man of a very acute Wit, a 
great Virtuoſo, 


ret of a meek and modeſt 
Temper, one who valued Truth ſo much, 
and the World ſo Tacks. that all that knew 


. him, could do no leſs than apptove and ap. 


plaud his Writings before they read them; 


and truly, as to proving that there was a 


Woman called Joan, who was Pope of 


Rome, he has ſo great a Cloud of Witneſſes 


to prove the Truth of it, and not a Proteſ- 


tant among them, but all eminent Pontifi- 


cal Writers, ( Propugnacula Romanæ Ecele- 


fie) whoſe Works Be laboriguſly read over, 


and hath quoted them faithfully, in which 
Quotations you will find ſome great Men of 
the Romiſh Church have acknowledged, 
{ that there was a Woman Pope, and ſeveral 
"to this Day, to their awn Shame and Con- 
fuſion, muſt confeſs the Ton of the Story. 
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Vou muſt not expect the Tithe of this | 
Lady Errant's Story in this ſmall Volume; 
tis very proble that a Woman of ſuch emi- 
nent Learning and excellent Parts, as ſhe 


was endued with, muſt have. performed 


memorable Aae! in the World, be- 


ſides what are contain d in her eee 


Ramble with her Gallant to the City of 


Athens, * and from thence to Rome, in which 
Place ſhe behaved her ſelf in all reſpects. in 
maſculine Apparel, like a learned and Holy 
Man, till Female frailty diſgraced ber Papal 
Dignity with a Baſtard, of which ſhe was 
ſhamefully delivered in the open Street, as 
ſhe was going in Proceſſion, and bath died 
Inſtantly. = 


* Now called 8etines, ſubject to the Venetians, | 
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LIFE and DEATH 

| „„ „ 

Port FOAN, c. 

OHV ENGLISH, or Pope Joan, as you 

may read in Platina's Lives of the Popes, was 

born of Engliſh Parents at a Placecalled Mentz, 
in Germany, who concealing her Sex ina maſ- 

culine Habit, being a young Woman, travelled 

with a Man of ſingular Learning to Athens, whom 

ſhe infinitely loved for the excellency of his Parts, 

having ſufficient Ingenuity to qualify her for a 

Judge in that Particular. Such was her Deſire 

of Knowledge, that for ſome Time ſhe wholly 
baniſhed her Thoughts from every thing that had 

the leaſt Appearance of what was ſenſual, and ap- 

plying herſelf ſolely to her Study, in a little Time 

ſhe ſo improved herſelf in all Arts and Sciences, 

by converſing with the Learned of thoſe Times, 

and with the Aſſiſtance of her no leſs learned Com- 

panion, that in Philoſophy. ſhe had few equals; 

and a while after coming to Rome, in Theol 

ſhe had as few Superiors. By her indefatigable 

| Reading and acute diſputing, ſhe ſoon obtained 
ſo much. good Will and Credit amongſt all Sorts 

of Perſons, that ſhe was not only cried up for a 
great Wit, but a Man of unimitable Holineſs 


and Piety, and this Vogue ran ſo uncontroulably 
general among the wiſer Sort, that Leo the IVth 
| B 


dying, 
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dying, by the Conſent of all, as Martinks 
faith, ſhe was choſen Pope. Being hardly warm 
in her papal Seat, her Piety gave place to her 
Leachery, inſomuch, that admitting either her 
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learned Fellow-traveller, or one of her Menials, 
as ſome imagine, into her looſe Embraces, ſhe 
conceived with Child, and as ſhe grew bigger and 
bigger, every Day produced new Inventions to 
conceal her Inpregnation, ſo ſubtilely contrived, 
that this growing Infamy was known to none but 
him that was the Cauſe thereof: But Miſchief on't, 
not dreaming that her Time approached ſo near, 


as ſhe was going from the Vatican to St Foby La- 


terans in Proceſſion, between Nero's Coloſſes and 


St Clements, ſhe fell in Travel, and was deliver- 


ed of a Son, and died in that very Place, having 
fat as Pope, two Years one Month and four Days, 


and was buried without the leaſt Honour and So- 


lemnity. 


Jacobus Bergomenſes differs little in ini- 


on from the aforeſaid Relation, a Man whom 
Trithemius (Lib. de Ecclgſiaſticis Scriptoribus) ap- 


plauds for being well read in Scripture, a famous 
_ Hiſtortographer, and one that was wiſe, elo- 


quent, and of a good Life and Converſation, and 
. therefore we may dare Credit ſuch a Perſon, who 
ſays, * Johannes Septimus Papa, natione Anglicus 
poſt Leonem Pontificem, Pontifex factus ſedit, An. 
2. Menſ. g. Hunc tradunt fuiſſe feminam, &c. John 
the VIIch, by Parents Engliſh, was created 


Pope, next after Leo, and fat two Tears five 


Months ; they fay chis was a Woman, and that 


ſhe went very young out of Athens, with a 
| learn» 


Supplement. Chron. lib. 11. ad Anno 8 5 8. Inpreſ. Venerit, 


Anno 1486. 
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learned Man that was in Love with her, and 
that? thereby hearing good Profeſſors, ſhe pro- 
fited fo much, that coming to Rome, ſhe had few 
fe her in Divinity, Whereupon by her Read- 
ing, Diſputing, Preaching and Praying, ſhe got 


. 
bx 


herſelf ſo much Favour, that upon Leo's Death, 
ſhe was choſen Pope in his Room, as many Men 
ſay by common Conſent ; but ſee the Luck of it, 
a while after, ſhe was got with Child by one of 
her Acquaintance, and was delivered thereof in 
the Time of her Papacy ; for going from the Va- 
#ican to St Jobn Laterans in Proceſſion, be- 
tween the Coloſſes and St Clements, Child-birth 


Pangs ſeized her &er ſhe was aware, and was 


delivered in the High-ſtreet without the Help 
of any Midwife ; but ſhe died preſently, and 
was buried without the leaſt Solemnity in the 
fame Place, with her Bantling lying by her. 
Now, in deteſtation of ſo foul a Fact, and for the 
continuing the Memory of ſo lewd an Action, the 


| Popes to this Day, when they go in Proceſſion, 


to ſhew their Diſlike to the Place of her Travel, 
which was in the midſt of her Way, forſaking it, 


do turn into By-lanes and By-ſtreets, till they have 


left that on their Backs, and. then returning into 
the ſame Street again, they go forward with their 


Proceſſion, And for avoiding the like Miſchief 
for the future, it was decreed, that none ſhould 


be conſecrated Pope before the youngeſt Cardinal 


Deacon had tried by touching, (whilſt the Perſon 
to be conſecrated ſet on a Cloſe-ſtool) that he was 


a Man. | | | 

I am not ignorant how incredulous this Story 

appears to the Romaniſts, and how fabulous and 

ridiculous ſome have endeavoured to render it by 

their Sophiſtry and Forgery, which ſhameful Pra- 
| | B 2 55 ctices 
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ctices we need not wonder at, if we conſider how. 
cuſtomary it is for them to avow- manifeſt Un- 
truths, and deny known Truths, eſpecially if they 
produce any Advantage to the Vanity of their Po- 
piſn Perſwaſion; all which is as eaſy to prove, as 
to object agamſt them, which though it may be de- 
monſtrated by divers Particulars, viz. by Parſons 
and Biſhops, denying that they call the Pope their 
Lord God : By Bellarminus denying that any Je- 
ſuit had any. Hand in the Gunpowder Treaſon: By 
their general denying that Pope Honorius the Firſt 
was an Heretick, &c. Yet moſt apparently their 
Impudence appears, in the denying the Report of 
a Foan that was a quondam Pope of Rome ; which I 
ſhall endeavour to prove by a Cloud of Witneſſes, 
not any of our own Brethren, but the Sons of the 
Romiſh Church, which purpoſely I have done for 
the greater Confirmation of my Arguments; for 
as Novatian ſays, de Trinitate firmum eſt genus pro- 
bationis quod etiam ab Adverſario ſumiter, ut veritas 
etiam ab inimicis veritatis probetur; that is a ſtrong 
Proof which is wrung out of the Adverſary, when 
the Enemies of Truth are driven to bear Witneſs 
unto the Truth. And as * another, Amici contra 
amicum & inimici pro inimico invincibile teftimonium 


eſt. Which ſounds thus as I conceive ; the Teſti- | 


mony of a Papiſt againſt a Papiſt, and the Teſti- 
mony of a Papiſt for a Proteſtant, is without Ex- 
ception. If I have given an impartial and true 
Account of this Joan, the Woman Pope, mani- 
feſtly proving there was ſuch a Perſon who fat in 
the Papacy, and died therein with Infamy, againft 
the Surmiſes and Objections made to the contr 
by Robert Bellarmin and Ceſar Baronius, Cardi- 
0 5 | 1 
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nals; Onuphrius, Harding, Saunders, Cope, Gent-- 


trard, Bernartius, Morimondits; Papirius, Maſo, 
Parſons, &c; I would then have the Romaniſt lay 
aſide all Prejudice, and bear Witneſs with me, but 


it he can · bring more ſolid Arguments to the con- 
raary, I am ready to: be convinced, being content 


to learn of him if he can better inform my Judg- 
ment, as * St Auguſtin. did of Hcbonius the Here- 
tic. To conclude my Praænium with all Sincerity, 
E profeſs, that though it may be gathered out of 
Campien a Tyburn-martyr, and. the Papiſts Cham- 
pion, that they believe one Heaven cannot hold 
them and Proteſtants; tho* + Cofteras wiſh ſtrange- 
ly, that he may be damned with the Devil to all 


Eternity if any of us be ſaved ; yet their Uncha- 


ritableneſs and Cruelty towards us from Time to 
Time extended cauſeleſly, ſhall work no ſuch Ef- 


fet in me; but, on the contrary, I wiſh them 
well, and ſhall conſtantly pray for the Welfare of 
their Souls; that they may have Eyes to fee the 


Truth, and Ingenuity to acknowledge it. 

Give me Leave now to come to the Proof of 
this famous Hiſtory: of Pope Joan; and by the 
Way, methinks I hear ſome opinionative obſtinate 


 Romanilſt ſay, that the whole Stery of Pope Joan, 


is a fond, vain, and meer Fable, a ridiculous Fi- 
&ion, and ſo known to the more learned Sort of 
Proteſtants among you, but that you will not leave 
deluding the World with it for want of other Mat- 


ter; belides, there are ſo many Improbabilities 


and moral Impoſſibilities in this Tale; as no Man 
1 . of 


Lib. 2. Retract. cap. 18. + Fieri nequit ut Luthera- 

nus, Fehennam, evadat, & externis ignibus eripiatur, Si men- 
tier damner ipſe cum Lucifero, (faith Coflerus) Reſp. ad Re- 
futat, Luce Ofandri Propoſit. 8. page ult. | : 
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of any Judgment, Diſcretion, or common 
Senſe, will give Credit thereto, but will eaſily ſee 


the Vanity thereof. In a Word, Ifay “ he was a 
Knave that invented it, and he is a Fool that be. 
Iieveth it, eſpecially if he compares it with what is 
written on the ſame Subject by Buchingerus in 
Germany, by Charanza in Spain, by Onuphrius, | - 
Bellarmin, and Baronius in Italy, by Tarianus, and | 


Bernartius in Belgia, by Pontacus in Aquitania, by 
Genebrard and Papyrius, Maſſonus in France, by 
Saunders, Cope, Harding, Father Parſons, and 
others, which were Engliſb Men. 5 

To all thoſe Particulars, and what elſe hath been 
Objected, to prove the nullity of this Hiſtory, I 
ſhall endeavour to anſwer and refute as mildly as 


the ſubject will permit, and firſt, did it not paſs 


for current, ſans Contradiction, till within ſome 


what more than a Century of Years, viz, Till the 


Year 1566. That Onuphrius the Fryer began to 


Boggle at it; he was the firſt that ever by rea- | 


ſon indeavour'd to diſcredit the report of it, and 
yet confeſſeth that many Worthy men as well as 
vulgar, believed it for a truth: Multos & magni no- 
minis viros Hiſtoriam hanc Suſcipere eamquoque vulgo 
verum exiſtimary. Belides, it is to be found in Ma. 
rianus Scotus, in Sigibert, in Gotefridus Viterbienſis, 
in Jobannes de Pariſiis, in Martinus Polonius, in 
Petrach, in Boccace, in Ramulſius Cæſtrenſis, in Fo- 
bannes Lucidus, in. Alphonſus e Carthagena, in Theo- 
doricus de Niem, in Chalcocondilas, in Platina, in 
Palmerius, in Nauclerus, in Sabellicus, in Trithemius, 


in Voleteranus, in Bergomenſis, in Schedel, in Lazi- ; 
ardus, in Fulgoſus, in Textor, in Gaſſarus, in Man- 
 Zuan, in Crantius, in Caranza, with many more of 

the | 


Impudentiſſime ficta, ſtultiſſima eredita. Fernartius de 


utilitate legenda hiſt. lib. 2. p. 105. 
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ſtreet wherein Madam Joan was deliver d without 


n Supplement Chroned. Aunum 1 58. | 
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the Papiſh Faction; ſome Greciaus, ſome Tralians 
Spaniards, French, Germans, Polonians, Scots, Eng- 
tiſd, and yet not one of them a Lutheran. If theſe 


| 9 Authors added no Weight to the Verity of this 
i, yet metiunks her Image might, which is 


ſet up among the reſt of the Images of the Popes 
in the Famous Church of Sienna in Hay, and is to 
be ſeen there at this day; which the Biſhop of that 
place would not ſuffer to be defaced at the laſt re- 


pairing of that Church, though the Jeſuits did 
urge him much to do it, Moreover, was there not 


made of old for fear of ſuch like cheats and abuſes 
a Stool of Eaſement, on which Popes were ſet at 


their Inauguration, for proof of their Humanity ? 


was their not a Marble Image ſet up as a Monu- 
ment thereof, in the place where ſhe Miſcarried, 
vi. In one of the chiefeſt Streets in Rome, which 
Monument was likewiſe to be ſeen within this few 
Years, no longer ago than in the time of Pius the 


Fifth. Laſtly, is it not Written by Men of their 


own Perſwaſion, that all Popes when they go in 
Proceſſion, refuſe to go through that ſhall in De- 


teftation of that Faft, but go further about. To this 


the Romaniſts anſwer, it is not ſo much in De- 


ſtation of any ſuch ſuppoſed Fact that they leave 


the ſtraight and nearer way to the Lateran Church, 
but becauſe that Street is Auguſta & aufrauoſa, a 
narrow winding Street, and in that reſpect unfit 
for ſo great a Train as ordinary accompanies the 


Pope to paſs orderly through, as Onuphrius, Bel- 
'- WE larmin, and Remondus have obſerved. But if it 


be true what Philippus Bergomenſis bath regiſtred, 
this obſervation is falſe, “ eo omiſſo (faith he) ſpeak- 
ing of the Popes turning out of that place of the 
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8 Th LIFE and DEATH 
the Benefit ofa Warm Bed, Midwife, Nurſe, or 
Caudle to comfort her, Declinat ad diverticula vi- 
coſque, & fic loco deteftabili peſtergato reintrantes, iter 


perficiunt quod caperunt; that is, leaving the way, 
they turn into by-lanes and by-ſtreets, and as ſoon } 


as they are beyond that Deteſtable Place, they turn | 
into their way again, and ſo go on to the Perfect- 


ing their Proceſſion. Now, if upon their _ | 
that Street, they enter into By-!anes, Sc. 


having paſt that odious place, they turn. in 8. 
gain; the reaſon why they leave that Street cannot 
be becauſe it is narrow and winding in and out, 


for doubtleſs thoſe By-lanes are as narrow. And 


by their turning out and returning into the ſame 
way again, they wind as often in and out as if 
they went along through the fame Street, though 
it were very crooked. In Confirmation whereof 


_ * Platina, who knew Rome very well, and was de- 


ſirous enough to cover the Popes Nakedneſs here- 
in, as much as he could with.any Honeſty, confeſ- 


ſeth that this is probable enough. 


As to the Marble Image erected in perpetuam | 
rei memoriam Þ+ The odoricus de Niem, who was 


formerly a Secretary to a Pope, ſays, adbuc vetus 


Statua marmorea illic poſita figurative monſtrat hoc 
faBum, unto this day an old marble Image errect- 
ed in that place, ſheweth the Matter under a fi- 
gure. Now obſerve what a ſlender Evaſion the 
Kemaniſts make uſe of, in acknowledging there 


was ſuch a Statue but reſembled not in the leaſt a 
Woman Jying-in, nor was the Boy engraved by 


her like a Child 1n Swadling-Clouts, but like one 
of ſome Years, | 


This 


* Ne vitis Pantif, in vita Johan. 8. + Lib. de privile- | 
Sie & jurious lmperii, „„ | 
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This Exception is to little purpoſe, for that age 
was an ignorant, illiterate, witleſs age, and there- 
fore perhaps had no more Skill in Graving, Cary- 


ing, and Painting, than they had, whom Alian 
mentions, who were forced to write over or un- 


der their Pictures, Hic eft Bos; ille Equus; Bec Ar- 
bor; this is a Bull, this an Horſe, and this a Tree; 
that men might know what Creature it was they 
Painted. Æneas Slvius pointing to a more ingeni- 
ous time than that of Pope Joan, condemns the 
Painters and Carvers thereof for notorious bung- 
ling Botchers, ſaying thus, If we could take a view 
of grav'd or Painted Images mage two or three bun- 
dred Years ago, you would find them pourtraited not 
like men, but Monſters and Hobgobblins; Such an Ar- 
tiſt probably had the handling of Pope Foar”s, 
Statue; however as ill framed as it was, Pius Quin- 
zus thought as it ſtood, that it diſcovered more 
than he willingly would have known, and there- 
fore removed it and caſt it into the River T Ober, 
not becauſe it diſgraced the Street, but #t memoriam 
illius abolerer, that he might extinguiſh the me- 
mory of that ſhameſfal Action, and this is not on- 
ly witneſſed by Travellers, that were in Rome, but 
by Elias Haſſenmulley formerly a Member of the 
Fiery Order of Feſuits. | 

Bellarmin in lib. de Rom, Pontif. will not allow 
of this Stool of Eaſment for, ſays he, of a ſtool of 
Eaſment to try the Pope's Sex, there is no where 


any mention; Onuphrius averring that it is but a 


meer toy, and an idle conceit of idle People; yet 
Philippus Bergomenſis, a Man of great Learning and 
Eſteem in his time, (as Trithemius atteſts) records 
it as an undeniable Truth, that there was ſuch a 

C thing; 


Mis Hiſtoria Teſuitici Ordinis cap- 10, de Feſuitarum Patre 
& Matre. 
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thing; for upon mention made of Pope Joan's 


| ſede priuſquam per perforatam ſedem futuri Pontificis 3 
creed that no Man ſhould be held for Pope, till 


was a Man; which is likewiſe teſtified by * Lao- 


hood by feeling, and he that feels, makes it | 


great Church of St Fobn Lateran, where a vaſt | 


Story, Ad evitandos ſimiles errores Statutum fuit | 
(faith he) ne quis de cetera in B. Petri collocaretur 


genitalia ab ultimo Diacono Cardinale attraftarentur: 1 
for avoiding like Error for the future it was de- 


the youngeſt Cardinal Deacon had found by Trial 
while he ſat upon a Stool of Eaſment, that he 


nicus Chalchocondilas; for upon relation of that Sto- } 
ry he thus proceeds, Qua propter ne decipiantur 
iterum ſed rem cognoſcant neque ambigent Pontificis | 
creati virilia tangunt & quit angit acclamat: Mas no- 
bis Dominus eft: that is, leaſt they ſhould be de- 
ceived again, they make proof of the Pope's man- 


* — 9 9» © ty wo» 


known by crying Our Lord and Mafter is a Man. | 
And Sabellinus writing the ſame matter, ſays, There 
is to be ſeen at this day in the Pope's Pallace a Mar- 
ble Chair wherein the new Pope preſently upon his 
Election is ſet down, that as he fits, the loweſt Deacon | 
may make trial of his Manhood by touching or feeling. 
As much may be read in William Brewin, who| 
lived in the Year 1470. for in ＋ Capella Salvatoris 
(faith he) In the Chappel of our Saviour, there are 
two or more Marble Chairs with holes in them, 
wherein (as I heard) there they make Proof whether 
_ the Pope be a Man or no. | 
The Romaniſts confeſs there is ſuch a Chair, 
but never intended for the uſe afore recited; for 
(lay they} he ſits not therein in a corner, but in the 
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concourſe of People come to ſee him; where he is 
- attend- Wl 

De rebus Turcicis lib, 6. pag. 98. +Wilhelmus Brewin 3 | 
in Codice Manuſcripto de 7. Eccleſis princifii Urbis Rmæ. 
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attended by the whole College of Cardinals, 
1's with many Embaſſadors of Kings and Princes; 
fuit ¶ whereas a cloſer place was fitter for that Purpoſe, 


and they might more conveniently have made 
5 tryal of his Manhood in the Conclave, wherein he. 


tur: was choſen, and fo they did it ſeems; for preſently - 
de- upon their electing of him, before they proclaim- | 
till Jed him Pope, they fate him in a Chair in their 
rial ¶ Conclave, as you may read in the Book of holy Cere- 

t he ¶ monies, dedicated to Leo the Tenth, whereby you 
"av- may ſee how idly * Bellarmin talks, (if I may be fo 


wpold to ſpeak ſo of ſo great a Cardinal) who tak- 


tur Ming upon him to clear the Point, never ſpeaks of 
ficis his ſitting in the Chair in the Conclave, but only 
- 20- of his ſitting in other Chairs at St John Laterans, 


fas though he had been chaired only Publickly, 
and not in private, and that he himſelf had ſaid 
ſufficiently to the Point in queſtion, by proving, 
Jan. that in Publick there was no ſuch Concluſion tried 
bere with the Pope; whereas the concluſion was 
ſar. tried in ſecret. Now, ſhould you aſk the Queſtion 
is of any of them to what end does he fit in ſuch a 
n Chair in Publick, I warrant you the reply will be, 
ing. Tat thereby he may be put in mind, that be is not 
vho Gd but Man: inaſmuch as he ſtands in need of a 
ori Cloſe: ſtool as well as others; fo ſays Florimonaus : 
are and indeed I think he hath need to be put in 
em. mind thereof. For though ſome Papiſts deny it 
- Wſhamefully,yert there have been Popiſh Paraſites, + 
who have in plain Terms called the Pope (as St 
Tomas termed Chriſt, Fob, xx. 28.) their Lord, 


7 * and God; and there are till ſuch, who give him 
the ſuch Titles as are due to God alone, and rob God 
aof ſome part of his Power, to be ſtow it on him. 


See 


Lib. 3. de Rom. Pont cap. 24. + N. D. in his Warn- 
Nord to Sir. Fr. Haſtings Encounter, cap 2. fol. 30. 
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13. Plane ſupremum in terris numen. | 
But methinks they ſhould not need to have ſet 
him in ſuch a Chair, to ſuch a Purpoſe for his own 


See Stapleton printip. : fd. doctrin. præfat. 44 Greg. 


neceſſity would have compell'd him to fer. himſelf 


thereon ordinarily every day; and his Chamberpot 
would have ſerved to put him in mind of his Hu- 
manity ſufficiently: thus Antigonus the elder (as * 
Plutarch relates) was convinced that he was a Man 


and not a God, Beſides, methinks they ſhould 


not have intended ſuch a Myſtery by ſuch a Ce- 
remony; becauſe they ſet him therein before he 


Vas in his Pontificalibus : for till he be Mitred, till 
he be Crowned, till he have received the Keys, 


whereby is denoted his Power to bind and loſe; and 
a Rod whereby is ſignified his Power to puniſh; I 
ſay 1 ſhould think there ſhould be no fear of forget- 
ting himſelf, Again, had'it not been betrer think 
you if they had aimed at any ſuch Mark, to have 
cauſed a Boy to come every Morning unto the 
Pope's ChamberDoor (after the example of Philip 
King of Macedon )who ſhould have whipt him out of 
his bed, and bid him remember that he was mortal. 

And now ſee how induſtrious the Romanitts 


are, by endeavouring to obliterate, or remove 


whatever may aſſiſt the Continuance of the Me- 


mory of this Pope Joan; for as Pius Quintus 


threw into Tyber her Marble Image which ſtood 


in the Street where ſhe was delivered, ſo Clement 


the Eighth, by the Perſwaſion of Cardinal Ba- 


ronius, defaced her Image in the Church of Si- 
enna; now if the preſent Pope will but burn all 
the Books too which are writ of Pope Joan, 
all Evidences then will be totally loſt, it would be 


ealy for them to. prove, that there was never ſuch 
| | 2 Ponli- 


. P art. 2. Moral. lib. de Iſide & Oſiride. 


f ²˙¹·Ü one ee Eh ]¶ Roa he Rao So CF 


He a | 00 ©@ 


——_ 
hay 


2 


* 


/ PoE J OAN:. > 
a Pontifical Woman. Ay, but (fays the Papiſt) what 
if her Image had ſtood (till? Is there any Senſe, 
that becauſe of ſuch a Portraiture we are thereby 


bound to believe there was ſuch a Pope; if we be- 


lieve Painters and Carvers we ſhould make fine 
Work indeed; and fo we ſhall indeed if we be- 
lieve there Painters and Carvers. . For we find the 
Trinity painted by them in the Likeneſs of a Man 


wich three Faces; ſometimes like a Man with two 


Heads having a Dove between them; both which 
Faſhions of Painting the Trinity is monſtrous in 
*- Bellarmin's Opinion. We find our Saviour 
CHRIST painted with long Hair, as though he had 
been a Nazarite by Vow, which Conceit is con- 
trouled by Þ holy Writ. We find him ſet on a 
Weather-cock on the Top of the Temple of Feru. 


_ falem, as though the Temple had a Spire-ſteeple 


like ours, which is falſe. We find the Virgin 
Mary treading on the Serpent's Head, which the 


Scriptures foretold CR r1sT himſelf ſhould do. We 
find her richly apparelled in a Gown of wrought 
. Gold; whereas, queſtionleſs her Habit was very 


mean and ordinary; and with a Pair of Beads in 
her Hand; whereas a thouſand Years after Chriſt, 
Beads were not uſed throughout the World. Be- 
ſides, their Painters recommend. to us a Saint on 


Horſeback, whom they call George, and another on 


Foot, as big as a Giant, whom they call Chriſto- 


pher, and a Sbe- Saint broken on a Wheel, whom _ 
they call Catharine, and a Fourth drawn in Pieces 


by Horſes, nick-named Hippolatus : Whereas in 
all Antiquity there is no mention made of any 
ſuch Saints, Thus you ſee we have no Reaſon 

: | | barely 


„ Lib. 2. de Imag. cap. 8. 1 For Nazirites muſt drink 
no wine, Numb, vi. 3. yet our Saviour did, Matth. xi. 19. and 


8 
1 
7 
. 
1 
i 
: 


| 
s | 
: 

| 

[ 

| 


14' We LIFE and DEATH 


barely to believe Painting and Carving, but if 
Book-proof or Tradition concur with them, we 
may give ſome Credit to them. * Bellarmin him- 
ſelf is of the Opinion, That there can be no Error 
in Subſtance, as long as (beſides Bool proof) there 
are Monuments of Stone or of Braſs for the Proof of 
any antient Report, Thus, if he ſpeaks the Words 
of Truth, the Truth is with us; for, beſides the 
Monuments of Stone, we have the Teſtimonies of 
many authentic Writers ; amongſt whom, | Cha- 
ranza a Spaniard, who, Florimondus ſays, diſpro- 
ved the Story of Pope Joan before he undertook 
the Taſk himſelf; but he believes him ; for theſe 
are his Words, Jaobannes VIII. Papa 105. ſub Pe- 
tro ſedit An. 2. Menſ. 1. Dies 4. de hoc ferunt, 
quod malis artibus Pontificatum adeptus eft,  quoniam 
cum eſſet fæmina, ſexum mentitus eſt; & poſtea q ſervo 
eſſa, doloribus cir cumventa, mortua eft : In Eng- 

li thus, John the EighthPope of that Name, and 
the 105th Pope from St Peter, fat two Years one 
Month four Days. They report of this Perſon, that 
© he got the Papacy by evil Means, becauſe he feign- 
© himſelf to be a Man, whereas in Truth he was a 


© Woman, who being afterwards begot with Child 


© by one of her Servants, fell in Travel and died 
< therein.? 5 | 

t Krantius, who is recommended by Pontanus 
for a famous Hiſtoriographer, and one that writ 
before Luther's Time, and is therefore the leſs to 
be ſuſpected for Partiality, ſays thus, Johannes 
Anglicus ex Maguntia mulier, mentita ſexum, &c. 
* Fobn Engliſh, a Woman of Mentz, diſſembled 


her Sex, and being of a quick Wit, and voluble 


© Tongue 
* Lib. 2. de Rom. Pont. cap. 11. + In Sum. Conc. p. 
370. Edit. Paris, 1564. ; 7 Mitrop. I Zo Edit, Colon. 1574. 


& Francof. 1590. 
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« Tongue, and one that could talk Scholaſtically, 
©ſhe won the Hearts of all Men, fo that ſhe arri- 
s yed to the Dignity of Pope, no Man knowing 
_ any other but ſhe was a Man, fave one of her 
£ Servants, who afterwards got her with Child: 
They fay ſhe was delivered near the Coloſſes, be- 
e fore ſhe had ſat two Years compleat.? 
Mantuan, who is commended by Tyitbemius for 
an excellent Theologiſt, a knowing Philoſopher, 
and a famous Poet, the only Man in all 7a in his 
Time, hath this Story in his Deſcription of Hell; 
and deſcribing what Mannerof Perſons were there, 
ſaith he, 3 | ; 


Hic pendebat adbuc ſexum mentita virilem, 
Fæmina, cui triplici Phrygiam diademate, mitram 
Extollebat apex & pontificalis adulter. | 


Here hangs a Woman, once who paſt for Man, 
Who truckt for Breeches, Petticoats, and Fan. 

By ber great Parts, ſhe gain d with much Renown, 
The Phrygian Mitre, with the triple Crom. 
Here hangs that Lecher too, by whom tis ſaid, 

The Woman Pope did loſe her Maidenhead, 
And in the Street without Midwife brought to-Bed.) 


Achilles Gaſſarus, in his Epitome of all Hiſto 
ries and Chronicles, collected out of the beſt Hr 
ſtoriographers, writes thus, * John the Eighth, by 
Country Engliſh, &y Calling a Pope, yet by Sex a 


Woman, ſat ſhamefully as Pope two Years and fix 


Months. Es | : 
 Raviſus Textor, in his Officina, writes thus, Sci- 
tum ex Chronicis & a majoribus ſcriptum Fobannem 
Anglicum ab Ephebis ſexum verilem ſimulaſſe, & tan- 
dem fato neſcio quo, aut Fortuna certè volente, ad 
SE 3 CY EE, . | pontifi. 
Achilles Eaſſarus, in Epit. Hiſt, &c. Antwerp, 1536. 
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pontificatum perveniſſe, in quo annos circiter duos ſede- 
rit poſt Leonem quarium, neque prius innotuerit facti 
veritas, quam d quodam ex domeſticis impreguats, 


tandem emiſerit partum. It is a Thing well known 
by the Chronicles, and written by our Anceſtors, 


that Jobn Engliſh, from her Youth u ipward,” de- 
ported herſelf in every Reſpect like a Man, and 


at length, by I know not what Deſtiny, certainly 


by very great Fortune, ſhe became Pope, and 
fat about two Years after Leo the Fourth, and no- 


body knew this Fallacy and Deceit till he was 
with Child by one of her menial Servants, and de- 


livered thereof: And Fulgoſus, who was a noble 
and learned Man, and ſometimes Duke of Genoa, 
affirms the ſame Story for a Truth, ſaying that 


Jobn theEighth was at length detected to be a Woman, 


Laziardus is of the ſame Opinion; ſo is Hart- 
mannus Schedel, a Doctor of Phyſick, yet not igno- 


rant of holy Scriptures, nor atheiſtically inclined, 


as it is common for ſuch to be, yet by Flori. 
mondus, he is accuſed for being one of. the 
Brood of the Hufſites, and lived in Nuremberg 
when that City was infected with Huſſe's Hereſy, 
and therefore would fain perſwade his Party thatno 
Credit is to be given to him, becauſe whatever he 


' writ concerning the Popedom of Joan the Woman 
was partial. In Anſwer to this, I rather believe 


Florimondus to be one of the Brood of abominable 
Liars; for Hartmannus Schedel, born in Nurem- 
verg, was Student in Padua, where he was cre- 
ated Doctor of Phyſick by the great Matthiolus, 
and he was fo far from Haſſe's Opinion, that in the 
ſarne Book quoted in the Margin, he hath inſert. 

: ed 


pe dietis GAiſque mccain, lib. 8. eap 3. . Tit. de 


fa minis quæ doctrina excel. + Ego Hart. Schedel, Dottor 
Patavinus, &c. ci. ea Anno 1440. f. 25% 
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one whole. Chapter about the Hereſy of the a 
fites, and their Original.“ Volateran, an Hiſtori 
-pher of good Note, makes no Doubt of the Reali ity 
of this Story; and Trithemius, Abbot of St Mar. 
tin's Monaſtry in'Spanheim, a reverend, well read, 
and very learned Man writes thus, Ii the ſame Year | 
that Pope Leo died, John Engliſh ſucceeded for two 
Years and froe Months. 2 ſome ſay ſhe was a 
Woman, and that ſhe was known ſo to be but to 
one only, who was her Servant, by whom at length 
ſhe was begot with Child, and thereof delivered in 
the open Street. , For this Cauſe ſome would not 


reckon her among the Number of Popes, diſlik- 


ing this villainous Action: With whom, in Mat- 
ter of Fact, correſponds Sabellicus, a Man ＋ of 
great Eſteem in Venice, yea the moſt famous in his 
Time for all Manner of Learning; of whoſe Books, 
Pius the Third profeſſed he valued as much, as 
Alexander did Homer's Iliads. 
Wernerus Roleunick; who is reckoned by Paulus 
Langius among the moſt famous of the Order of 


' Carthufians, and commended by Trithemius for a 


Man of profound Learning and ſingular Devotion, 
in Confirmation of what is aforeſaid, writes thus: 
* © This Jobn, by Sirname, Engli ih, by his Coun- 
try, of Mentz, is reported to have ſat as Pope 
about this Time: and ſhe was a Woman, but 
went in Man's Apparel. She profited ſo well in 
Divinity, that ſhe had no Fellow, and ſo was 
< choſen to be Pope; but after a while, beinggreat 
* with Child, as ſhe went in public Proceſſion, ſhe 
© was delivered thereof, and died. And this 


D . 


1 » Anthropologia, lib. 22. pag. 503. edit. Bafil. 15 56. + Sa- 
bellicus vir undecunque doctiſſimus claret bodie apud Venetos 
maxim on pretio. Trjthemius lib, de Script. Ecclel. . Tafel- 
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* ſeems to be the ſixth Pope to this Day, which 

was called Hoy and proved nought : And there- 
fore he was plagued by God, as the reſt before 


© him were plagued, neither is ſhe in the Regiſter 
© of Popes.” Hence ſome ſay, becauſe ſhe was a 


German, a German is not permitted to be elected 


Pope, but this is manifeſtly falſe ; for ſince, ſeve- 
ral Germans have been advanced into the Popedom. 


Mattheus Palmerius, * an Italian, and one of 


the choiceſt Men which were at the Council kept 
by Eugenius, the IV. againſt the Council of Brefi/; 


Pontifex 106. Johannes Anglicus, (faith he) ſedit 


An. 2. Menſ. 3. fama eſt hunc Jobannem fuminum 


fuiſſe, & uni ſoli familiari cognitam, qui eam com- 


plexus eft, & gravis falla peperit Papa exiſtens; 


quemobrem inter Pontifices non numerant quidem, ideo 


nomini numerum non facit; that is, John was a 
Woman, yet not known ſo to be, but to one of 


her Familiars, who lay with her, ſhe was delivered 


in the Time of her Papacy, and becauſe ſome 
reckon her' not among the Popes, there are no 


more Fohns for her, than if ſhe had never been. 


The Account that B. Platina gives of this learned 


Whore, or as Mr Fox calls her the bore of Baby- 
lon) is contradicted by ſome, and ſuppoſed to be 
never written by the Author aforeſaid, but foifted 
in, ſo Bernartius conjectures ;. and to confirm his 
groundleſs Suppoſition, (faith he) Antonius Het- 


weeld, a Man of good Report, and Alderman of 


Lovain, told me, that one Engelbertus Boonius, a 


reverend German Dean had oftentimes told him, 
that he had ſeen many antient Manuſcripts of Pla- 
tina in the Vatican of Rome, and purſued them di- 


ligently, 


3 Trithemius de Script. Eecleſiaſt. + Bernartius de uti- 
litate legendæ hiſt, lib, 2. p. 111. | 
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ntly, and yet ſound not any mention made 
this Pope aan. 

Surely this reverend Dean had the Luck on't to 
light on ſuch antient Manuſcripts, as the Alder- 
man of Lovain informed Bernartius of, but how 
comes it about that neither Onuphrius, Platina 
Commentator, Bellarmin, nor Baronius, who have 
had as free Acceſs into the Vatican Library, as 
any, could never light on theſe Manuſcripts as 
well as he? And how comes it that none ſince 
Bernartius thought good to except in that Man- 
ner againſt Plalina? The Acknowledgment of 
thoſe two Pillars of the Romiſ Church, Bellarmin 
and Baronius, with Onuphrius, that this Story 1s 
originally in Platina, induceth me to believe, 
that either Bernartius, belied the Alderman, or 
the Alderman belied the reverend Dean, or the 
Dean made a Fool of the Alderman, and made 
the other ſo too by Conſequence : For queſtion- 
leſs had there been any ſuch Manuſcripts, ſome 
of them would have found them out, and made 
them public to wipe off that Infamy they m re 
than barely ſtand ſuſpected, of, For * are glad 
of narrower Fig-tree-leaves to cover their Nakedne/s 
withal, than ſuch Manuſcripts, could they be pro- 
duced. 

Now ſince it is evident, that Platina did write 
the Life of this Lady Errant Foan, who coming 
from Athens, became at Rome a teeming Pope; the 
Romaniſts have endeavoured to find another Hole 
to creep out at, denying that he writ by public 
Authority, and did not take his Hiſtory out of 
the public Regiſters of the Church. The Belief 

hercof is an Error, and a groſs one too; for“ 
1 5 D 2 | Plating 


* Procmio lib. de vitis Pontif, in Epiſtola ad Ziſtum * 
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Platina himſelf profeſſeth, that he writ by the 
Command of Sextus the Fourth; and Onuphrius 


confeſſeth, that he followed Damaſas 5 Auuſtatius, 


and ſuch Hiſtorigraphers, as had written before 
of the ſame Matter. But, ſays Florimondus, 


Platina reported it rather to ſhew his reading, 
than for that he thought it true; for, (ſays he) 
had he imagined it true, he would have exagerat- 


ed it, and made the worſt ont, that thereby he 
might have revenged himſelf of the Popes, at 
whom he was grievouſly incenſed. For Paul the 
Second, (continues he which all Men know) rack- 


ed him, and diveſted him of all his Dignities, 
and juſtly caſting him into Priſon, kept him there 
as long as himſelf lived. To this I anſwer, that 


| he was racked and impriſoned by Paul the Se- 


cond, is true, but that it was juſtly done is falſe z 


for Trithemius that Pope or ſo doing 


with Cruelty. 

Yet ſuppoſe all were true, doth it follow in 
Florimondus's Logic, that becauſe Paul the Second 
wronged Platina; ergo, Platina hated all Popes? 


And why not then. Sixtus the Fourth gratified 


Platina many Ways, ſetting him at Liberty, and 
reſtoring him his Dignities; ergo, Plating loved 
all Popes for his Sake? If one Man's Kindneſs 
could not work Love towards all, it is not likely 


that one Man's Unkindneſs ſhould breed Hatred 
or Heart-burning againſt all; therefore notwith- 
: ſtanding this, we may well think, that Plating 
- wrote what he thought, and the rather for that in 


the Words following, he — that ſuch a 
Thing may —_— happen, 


. 


* —— 
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That I may not ſeem deficient in the Producti- 
dn of Teſtimonies for the farther Probation of 


{his Story, give me Leave to inſert ſome more; 
amongſt none of the meaneſt, obſerve what Chal- 
cochondelis ſays, It is well kyows, that a certain 


Woman was made Pope, by Reaſon they knew 
not her Sex, For all (almoſt) in the weſtern 
Parts of 1taly, ſhave their Beards, Now when 
ſhe was great with Child, and came Abroad to 
« ſolemnize ſome Day, or to ſay Service; as ſhe 
vas at Service, ſhe was delivered of a Child in 
the Sight, of all the People. Wherefore left 
* hereafter they ſhould-be deceived in like Sort, 


they make Trial of his Manhood by Touching, 


and he that toucheth proclaimeth, WE HAVE 
A Man, To our Port. 
| Theſe Words are allowed by them to be in the 
Latin Tranſlation,” but * Baronius will not admit 
of them in the Greek; for, (fays he) Clauſerus, 
his Interpreter, added in his Tranſlation this 
Story, which is not to be found in the Greek 
Copy : And for further Perſwaſion, to make Men 
believe it, he ſays, that Horimondus hath excellent- 
ly well diſcovered the Couſonage of Clauſerus; for 
comparing Clauſerus's Tranſlation in Latin, with a 
Frenchman's Tranſlation of the fame in his Mo- 
ther- Tongue, by that he found the Tale was not 
in Calcobcondilas; for there was not one Word of it 
in the French Tranſlation. But why I pray may 
not the Frenchmen leave it out as well as Clauſerus 
it may be objected, (but how truly T know not) 
that this Frenchman was a faithful Tranſlator, and 
and Ze. durit 


Annal. Tom. 10. ad annum 853. numb. 66. Quamvis 

pad Chalcocondilum Latin? redditum ejuſmodi fabula repe- 
-ritur eſſe deſeripta; non tamen ab ipſo Aathore poſitum ſcias 
{cd ab impoſtore Clauſes fraudulenter appoſitum. 
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durſt not have leit it out; if he had-foand it in the 


Greek, as Flarimondus notes? And why may we 
not hold Clauſerus, as faithful an Interpreter as 
| the' Frenchman, yea more faithful, ſeeing the French- 
man was a Papiſt? For ＋ Papiſts hold it lawful 
in tranſlating to omit offenſive Matter, and fo 
doth no Proteſtant. If Florimondus or Baronius 


could have informed us where a Man might have 


ſeen a Greek Copy in which it is not, they had faid 
ſomething to Purpoſe, but to go about to diſap- 
prove it by a Tranſlation of one of their own 
Creatures, they argue ridiculouſly, and if any of 
them gainſay that in the weſtern Parts of Laß, 
all (almoſt) ſhave not their Beards, as ſome have 
made that vain Oppolition, it is eaſily anſwered : 
For by the Pope's Canons, the Halian Prieſts, yea 
all the Prieſts of the weſtern Church are to be 
ſhaven; ſo ſaith Pontacus, Hic Papa (Anicetus) 
Clericos comam & barbam radere in fignum clericatus 
juſſit. Pope Anicetus commanded. the Clergy to 
* ſhave both their Heads and their Beards, in To- 
ken that they were of the Clergy. And, Occiden- 
tals ecclefie clerum, ab iꝑſis ecclefie Chriſtiane pri- 
mordiis barbam radendi morem tenuiſſe, aſſerit Gre- 
gorius VII. Pope Gregory the Seventh avoucheth, 
that from the Apoſtles Days the weſtern Clergy 
did ſhave their Beards, to whom * Durandus, 
* who lived about the Year 1280, ſubſcribeth. 
For he acknowledgeth, that 'before, and in his 
Time, they were ſhaved, proving the Lawfulneſs 
of it out of Ezekiel, and ſhewing the Myſteries 
that are imported by it. Johannes Pierius Valeri- 
7 g anus, 

* Fidus Interpres prætermittere non auſus fuillet, fi in 
Greco examplari exeratum inveniſſet. + Gretſer lib. 2 de 


jure, &c. prohib. lib malos cap. 10. 4 Chronogr. lib. 2 
* Rational. Divin, Offic, 2. de Miniſtris, &c. 
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anus, atteſts the ſame, imputing the Error of ele- 
cting Pope Joan to the ordinary ſhaving of Beards, 
becauſe. by that Means one could hardly know a 


Man from a Woman, which Cuſtom is ſhameful- 


ly revived in theſe fantaſtical Times among our 


Gentry, whoſe cloſe ſhaved withered Counte- 


nances, are noways diſtinguiſhable from an anti- 


- quitated Gentlewoman, but by their long Wigs, 


which ſeem to hide thoſe Imperfections which at- 
tend on Age. | To . 

For further Proof of the Verity of this Story, 
it will be expedient to give you an Account what 
Theodoricus de Niem (Secretary to a Pope) relates, 
FJobn, called Engliſh, was a Woman born at 
* Mentiz, and ſhe ſtudied at Athens, apparelled 
© like a Man, where ſhe profited ſo well in the 


Arts, that coming to Rome, ſhe read there the 


© liberal Sciences, and was held ſo ſufficient a 
© Reader, that many of the better Sort became her 


_ © Hearers; afterwards with one Conſent ſhe was 
< choſen Pope, and lived in that Dignity two 
« Years and upwards : But taking herſelf more 
< than before to Idleneſs and Pleature, ſhe could 


© not live ſo continently as ſhe did, in her mean, 
< yet ſtudious Condition: Whereupon one Day as 


© ſhe went with the Clergy and People of Rome, 
(according to the Cuſtom of that Time) in ſo- 


© lemn Proceſſion, being attired in the uſual Pa- 
pal Ornaments, ſhe was delivered of her firſt be- 
©. gotten Son, (the Father whereof was her Ser- 
© vant) near the Temple of Peace, which ſtands 


© in the City; as it is evident by an old Marble 


Image which ſtands there to this Day, to de- 
note ſo much in a Figure. And hereupon it is 
that when the Popes go from the Vatican to St 

e 52 


»De Privilegiis & juribus imperii. 
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« Fobn Latrrans, and back again; they go not the 

direct Way thither, but by other Streets farther 

about, and ſo make their Journey longer”. 


I ſhall relate nothing of what Petrarch, Boccace, 
Lide, and our Countryman Higden ſays to this 


Purpoſe, ſince there are none ſo obſtinate, but 
will confeſs they all have writ thereof, but only a 


little Touch upon what * John Paris writes as to 
this Matter, who lived about the Year 1280, and 
read publickly in the Univerſity of Paris, with. 
great and deferved Commendation, as well in Di- 
vinity as Humanity: He ſhewing how ſometimes 
a Man may lawfully diſpute, and take Exception 
againſt the Pope, in reſpect of his Perſon + notes, 


that ſucha Perſon may be choſen as is not capable: 


Ut /i effet femina, vel hareticus, ficut fuerunt aliqui qui 
ob hoc non enumerantur in Catalogo Paparum. As 
for Example, (faith he) if he prove a Woman, or 
an Heretick, as ſome have done, who in that Reſ- 
pect are not reckoned in the Catalogue of: the 


Popes. 


What an nfl Nurtbet of Witneſſes _ I 
produce to verify-this- Story, whoſe "Teftimonies 
though ever ſo clear, yet the Romaniſts the Oppo: 
ſers of Truth, will cavil at it. Martinus Polonus, 


becauſe he hath writ the Truth concerning Po 


Joan, (for no other Reaſon that I can find) they 
call him. imple, ignorant Man, given to Vanity, and 


only famous for Fables, for that is 4 Bernartius his 


Cenſure of him. See the Raſhneſs- of our later 
Generation of — for * Polonus was an Arch- 


biſhop, 


* Trithem. de Script. Eccleſ. & Poſſevinus in apparatu Sa- 
ero verbo, Foban. Parifienſis, + De Poteſtate Regia & Pa- 
pali. I Martinus Polonus fabulis tantum celebris, cætero ob- 
ſcurus. homo. * Archiep. Cofentinus & Peenitentiarius Papsz 
Foſſe vin. Apparatus ſacer verbo Martinus Folonus. 
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biſhop; and Plenipotentiary to the Pope; he was 
learned in the holy Scriptures, and not ignorant of 


ſecular Learning; he was one whom -Platina re- 


lied much on for Matter of Hiſtory, and applaud- 


ed by him-for a Man of a good Life and Conver- 
ſation. He was the Man; whom the Author of 
Faſciculus Temporum, and Facobus Bergomenſis, two 


good Hiſtoriographers, profeſſed that they follow- 


ed eſpecially; and yet he is abuſed with undeſer- 
ved Titles of Ignorance for ſpeaking the Truth. 
The Premiſes conſidered, one would think 
there needed no other Quotations for farther Proof 
of a Matter ſo notorious, however ſince we have 
ſuch Plenty of Teſtimonies, it will nöt be irrequi- 


ſe to inſert ſome more, that may for ever ſtop - 


the Mouths of Truth's Objectors and Opponers : 
And firſt; Marianus Scotus, who was born in the 
Year 1028, * a Man of Eſtimation whilſt he li- 
ved, and when dead was held a Saint, and by Ba- 
ronius was ſtiled, Nobilis Cbronoęrapbus, a worthy 
Chronologer ; in his Chronicle, thus we read, 
Leo Papa obiit Kalend.- Auguſti, huic ſucceſfit Foan- 
na mulier, An. 2. Menſ. 5. Dieb. 4. that is, Leo. 


© the Pope died in the Kalends of Auguſt, after 


* him ſucceeded Joan the Woman, who fat two 
Fears, five Months and four Days. i Bellarmin 
contradicts this, ſaying, that he who publiſhed 


EKrantius Metropolis at Cologn, in the Year 1574, 


.doth witneſs ; In antiquiſſimis exemplaribus Mariani 
Scoti non haberi Fobannem Papam faminam ; that 
in the antient Copies of Marianus Scotus, there is 


no mention made of Pope Joan the Woman. What 


* He an be that gives this a I ne- 


E ver 


1 Ab, omnibus honore habebatur & non fine opinione ſancti- | 
tatis ſepelitur, Trithenſius de Script. Ecclefiafticis. 1 Lib. 4 


de Rom. Pont. cap. 24. 
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ver yet could learn, nor that he was a Man of any 
Credit ; beſides, there is no Reaſon that a name- 
lefs Sir, all Mr Anommus ſhould be credited againſt I 
printed Copies, eſpecially if it be true, which | 


Bellarmin ſaith in another Caſe : Author ſine no- 
mine eft fine authoritate: © A Man without a Name 
F © is without Credit? And, Canouus a confilio cu- 
* Jus ne nomen quidem extet facile contemni poteſt : * A 
Canon out of a Council, whoſe Name is not 
© known may very well be ſlighted. But would 
you know the Reaſon why Bellarmin did not name 
him? You may ſuppoſe, not becauſe he was ig- 
norant of his Name, but becauſe he was but a 
mean Fellow, a Printer, a poor Batchelor of the 
Law, a Man of ſlender Reputation; for he is 
named in the firſt Page of the Book Ferwinus Ca- 
_ 3 lenius Lippienſis: And what was ſuch a Fellow to 
run away with a Story of this Conſequence upon 
his bare Word in this Manner; + 24 hic Author 
de Fobanne famina refert in odium Romanorum 
Pontificum confifta fuiſſe ab illos quos ipſe deceptus ſe- 
quitur ut alios omittamus ques Onuphius in Platinam 
ſcribens recenſet, teſtantur Marianus Scotus & Sigi- 
bertus, quorum que ſuperſunt M. S. exemplaria frau- 
dem illorum detegunt, qui eorum impreſſis voluminibus 
id inſeruerunt. That this which the Author here- 
© of reports touching Pope Joan is but counterfeit 
Stuff, deviſed to make the Pope odious; toſay 
© nothing of ſuch Proofs as Onuphrius gives in his 
© Annotations on Platina, Mertianus, Scotus, and. 
* Szgrbert, do teſtify, whoſe Manuſcripts remain- 
© ing on Record diſcover their Falſhood who have 
* chopt his Tale into their printed Volumes; 
which Bellarmin, nor any other durſt or dare a- 
| vouch 


Lib. 4. de Rom. Pont, cap. 13. + Annotat. in lib. Kran- 
tu Metrop, . 
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vouch, the contrary being confeſſed directly by 


Baronius: * Sigibert's Words are theſe, * The 


© Report is, That this John was a Woman, and 
that one only who laid with her, knew ſo much; 
< and that at length, even in the Time of her Pa- 
* pacy ſhe was delivered of a Child. Whereup- 


on it is that ſome reckon her not among the 


* Popes, and that there is not one Pope John the 


more in Number for her.” Notwithſtanding 


this, the Romanifts deny that there is any ſuch 
thing in the antient, true, and approved Copies 
of Sigibert, and if there be any ſuch thing found, 
ſome paltry Fellow, (as Bernartius notes) hath 
been tampering with his Writings, and that Sigi- 
bert never writ it is fully witneſſed by Genebrard. 
Pray here obſerve the Canoniſts, (when Popes al- 
ledge Popes for Proof) do note, that it is fami- 
liaris probatio; meaning, it may be as much as 
that in the Proverb, As my Fellow if I be a Thief. 
But ſay they in the Monaſtery of Gemble in Flan- 
ders, there is extant the Original of Sigibert, 
which wants this Story, and for Proof hereof, 
they have the Oath of one Protaſius a Franciſcan, 
who ſaw it, and there, (as he faith) Sigibert lived, 
there he wrote this Book with his own Hands, 
there he left it after Life as a Monument of his 
Love. There it is ſhewn by the Monks to ſuch as 
come thither for a Piece of Excellency and Rarity, 

Now judge you whether this paltry Frier is to 


de believed before I Trithemins,, who, (lays he) 


lived not there when he writ the Book, for he writ 
that and many others in the Monaſtry of St Vin- 
cent, within the City of Metenſis. 

* In chronico ad An. 184. printed at Paris, 1513, f De 
ſcriptoribus eceleſiaſticis Sizibertus cum in Cznobio. 8. Vin 


centio Metenſi ad inſtruend pueros eſſet poſitus ſeripfit. Hil. J. 
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The Monks ſhewing this Book as Sigibert's own 
to all Comers, is a very ſlender Argument to 
prove that it 1s his: For I have read of * a Moxk, 


who gave out that he had brought from the Eaſt | 


ſome of the Sound of the Bells which hung in So- 
lomon's Temple, and + that he could ſhew: among 
other Relicks, {ome of the Hairs which fell from 
the Seraphical Angel, when he came to imprint 
the foe Wounds of Chriſt in St Francis's Body, and 
I have + read of others, who ſhew the Pilgrims 
who go to Feruſalem, a three cornered Stone, af: 
ſuring them it is that very Stone whereof David 
ſpoke, ſaying, The Stone which the Builders refu- 
fed is the Head of the Corner, Plal. cxviii. 22. 
Now as Monks and Papiſts couſen others, ſo 
they are often 'cheated themſelves; for many of 
them do verily believe they have that which they 
have not. Do not many of them perſwade them- 
ſelves that they have that Syndon wherein Chriſt's 
Body was lapped, when it was interred, wherein, 
(as they ſay) is to be ſeen to this Day the Picture 
of Chriſt, Others think they have the Nails 
 wherewith Chriſt was nailed to the Croſs, and in 
like Manner are they deceived in a Thouſand ſe- 
veral Sorts of Relicks. Z 
But grant that this Story of Pope Joan is not 
to be found in ſome Copies of Sigibert, that does 
not argue that it was never writ by him; it is pro- 
bable it may be left out by ſome who have tran- 
ſcribed his Manuſcript, which we may as well be 
induced to believe, and upon as good Grounds 
as that the Words of Alfricus, which oppoſe 
Tranſubſtantiation were cut out of a Fragment of 
an Epiſtle of his in the Library of Worcgſter, as 
Fr | VV 
* Virgerius Anno. in Catalog. hæret. Romæ conflatum, 
An. 1559, fol. 17. + Ibid, 4 Bellonus obſer. lib. 2. cap. 83. 


mT” 


„ 41, 42s OAK = 
Mr Fox doth prove apparently, Thus is this 
Story of Pope Joan cut out of a very fair Manu- 
ſcript of Ranulſus Ceſtrenſis, which is now to be 
ſeen in the Library of New-College in Oxford: We 
need not wonder at ſuch unjuſt Proceedings of the 
Papiſts, ſince they give Direction, that, + Qua 


fame proximorum,, & præſertim Ecclefiaſticorum, & 
Principum detrahunt, corrigentur, atque expurgen- 
tur. That ſuch Things ſhould be alter'd, or 


put out, which tend to the Diſcredit of the 


© Clergy 3* and doth not this touch their Ecele- 


ſiaſtick Eſtate to the very Quick? Doth not Poſ- 


ſevin adviſe, that the 4 Note in Fobn Neviſon the 


Lawyer, which makes mention of Pope Joan, 


ſhould be razed out? Dele (faith he) quia Johan- 


nes hæc fæmina Chime ra eſt," & impoſtura calum- 
niatorum ; * blot it out (faith Poſſevin) becauſe Fobn 
this Woman was a meer Chimera,and aForgery 


© of Calummators.? 


For further Proof that this John was a meer 
Fiction, Cardinal Baronius would make us be- 


lieve, that thoſe of the beſt Credit in Hiſtory, 


and who have writ moſt of her, do not poſitive- 
ly aver that there was ſuch a Woman Pope, but 
make their Report of her with a /ic aiunt, or an 
at aſſeritur, but he brings no other Proof thereof 
then z7e/te me ipſo; which however it may go for 
Proof among Princes, yet is no Proof among 
Scholars; and for my part without Proof I will be- 
lieve nothing, let who will be the aſſertor, eſpe- 
cially if he bea Papiſt. For as * Sigiſnund the Em- 
| | | | 1 Peror, 


Act. & Monum. Allegations againſt the ſix Articles, p. 
1304. Edit. 1570. Indix lib. prohib. per Clementem VIII. 
de Correct. lib. ft Jobanne, Neviſon, Sylva Nuptialis. 
page 319. Rerum Memorab. Paralipom. Hiſt. Abbat. 
Urſperg. annexa. page 394. | 
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peror, ſaid of Julian the Cardinal Legate at the Coun- 
cil Baſil, whenone commended him highly to him; 
damen Romanus eſt; yea but he is a Roman; fo I 
may fay of any Romaniſt reporting things un- 


known, yea but he is a Romaniſt or Papitt. 


And now I pray, ſuppoſe it be ſo as Baronius 

faith it ts, why may it not be true though it be 
delivered with an 24 aſſeritur ?It may be objected 
that Lies and falſe Reports are Midwiv*d into the 
World after that manner with, ſo ſome ſay, and 
thus it is ſaid, I confeſs that many Lies, nay groſs 


_ones too, paſs in ſuch general Terms. As for Ex- 


ample, Menſay (faith the Popiſh golden Legend) 
that St Patrick drove with his Staff all the vene- 
mots Beaſts out of Ireland; and, that he obtained 
of the Lord, that no Iriſh Man ſhould abide the + 
coming of Anti- Chriſt; the former of which Harp- 
Feld Cope confeſſed to be a Lie, and fo I think al! 

underſtanding Papiſts acknowledge the latter ; 


..clſe why do none of the learned Clergy of the 


Church of Rome alledge it, to clear the Pope 
from being Anti-Chriſt. Men fay (faith Nan- 
giacus, as Genebrard reporteth) that Kentiſo Men 
have Tails like bruit Beaſt, becauſe their Anceſ- 
tors mocked Auſtin the Monk when he came to 
Preach among them; Nay, by ſome this is be- 
lieved as a Truth to this Day, for but lately, a 
Kentiſh Man travelling with a Fleming, and being 

conſtrained to lye together, the Dutchman would 
not go to Bed till he had fatisfied his Eyes with 


the truth, or falſhood of a Kentiſb-long-tail.; that 


this 1s a Lie, there 1s nothing more evident, and 
yet this is reported with a /o tis ſaid, When 
Boniface the Martyr, was demanded whether it 
was Lawfull to uſe a Wooden Chalice at the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Lord's Supper; it is ſaid he 

| anſwered 
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anſwered thus, (faith Duaren) Olim aurei Sacer- 

dotes ligneis vaſis, nunc lignei aureis utuntur: © In 

former times Golden Prieſts uſed Wooden Cha- 

lices, now Wooden Prieſts uſe Golden ones: In 

like manner it was written that Pius the IId, was 

wont to ſay, Marriage upon juſt reaſon was for- 

bidden Prięſts, but now upon better reaſon to be ro- 

ftored to them again: of which ſaying of his there 
is no Queſtion to be made, as may appear by this 

that T a Feſuit only thus replies, That it was re- 

canted by him, and denieth not that it was ſpoken 

by him, That Alexander the IIId trampled the 

Emperor Frederick under his Feet, and com- 

| manded one to ſay, Thou ſhalt walk upon the 

Z Lyon, and Aſp, the young Lyon, and the Dragon 

I alt thou tread under thy Feet. Pſal. g1. 13. f This 

3 is reported with an ut fertur, and yet they have 

| little to fay for themſelves who call the Truth 

| thereof into Queſtion, That merry Cardinal; 

| who ſeeing after the Death of Clement the IVth, 

that his Brethren the Cardinals called ſtill for the 

Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, and could not a- 

gree upon the Election of a new Pope, cryed 

out Domini diſco operiamus tectum cameræ hujus, 

quia Spiritus ſanctus nequit ad nos per tot tecta in- 

gredi. Sirs, let us untile the Roof of this 
Room, for I fear the Holy Ghoſt cannot get to 

us through ſo many Slates: this is-meerly * re- 

ported upon Election of Gregory, to have made 

' theſe Verſes: | ey 


Papatus munus tulit Archidiaconus unus, 
Quem Patrem Patrum fecit diſcordia fratrum. 


Nicholas 


De ſacris Eccleſiaſt, benefic, ac Min. lib. 2. cap. 4- 
. Piſanus de Continentia, eap. 2. Duaremus de fac. Ecel. 
Min. lib. 1. cap. 2. Onuph Annotat in Plat. de vitis 
Pontif. in vit. Gregorii. X. A Onuphr. ibid. 
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* Nicholas Clemangis, Arch-Deacon of Baion 


in n France, writes 1 n hear ſay, that when Bal. 


thaſar, commonly known by the name of Fohn 
the XXIIId, held a Council at Rome, and cauſed 
according to Cuſtom, before the firſt Seſſion a 
-Maſsto be ſaid for the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt; 


immediately upon the Councils ſitting, and Baltha- 
ſar's advancing himſelf into the Chair of State; 


an Owl of a prodigious bigneſs (an evil Preſage) 


came out of a Hole whooping and hollowing 


after a dreadful manner, and flew.to the middle 


Balk of the Church, ftaring juſt in Balthaſar's 


Face, to the' great Aftoniſhment of him and the 
whole Council, which immediately hereupon 
broke up. He further writes; that at the next 


Seſſion ſhe appeared again, ſtaring in the Pope's 


Face as before, and could not be frighted = ch 
with what extraordinary Noiſe was made for that 


0 purpoſe; at length one throwing a Stick knockt 


her down and killed her. No Man will queſtion 
the truth hereof, ſince he confeſſeth, that he had 


this Story of a faithful Friend, who aſſured him it 


was true upon his Credit. The worſt Chri- 
ſtians in Italy are the Romans; that of the Ro- 


mans, the Prieſts are moſt wicked; and of the 


Prietts, the lewdeſt are made Cardinals, and the 


baddeſt choſen to be Pope; Þ it is written, but 


de verbo dei cap. 16. 


with aſſeritur; yet to the ſkilful in Hiſtory, and 
ſuch as are acquainted with the Affairs of Rome, 
this doth not ſeem improbable. In Bavaria pa- 
lam ſerunt Feſuitas dolium in Collegium ſubwvexiſſe, 
e cujus fundo effrafo, Meretrix in publicas plateas 


prolapſa fit (faith + Haſſen Muller) © They lay 


* openly 
* Diſput. ſuper mater. «Conc, gen. que habetur in Faſci- 
eulo Rerum. expetend. Col. 15. 35. fol. 21. f Sir Edu. 
Sands, of the Religion uſed i in the Weſt, pag. a J Lib. 2. 
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10 © openly in Bavaria, that the Jeſuits. cauſed a 
Jab. 0 Tub to be carried to their College, which break- 
ohy ing by the way, a a Wench dropt out of the End 
ſed of it into the open Street: And why may not 
1 a | this be true, though it go but by Report. The 
oſt; Papiſts believe far more Lad Reports than 
bz. this, which tend to the Defamation of us Prote- 
te 3 ſtants. N 

ge) 3 any 3 object, that there were many 
ing learned Men, and great Writers who lived in her 
dle time, and ſome time after, Who though they were 
7 the Authors of ſeveral Books, yet make no mention 
the | of any Woman that ever was Pope of Rome. 
on | Beſides Rupertus, an Engl Biſhop, who, be- 
ext cauſe he was excommunicated by the Pope, in- 


es | vented and raked together all manner of Lies 
ay againſt the Pope, yet notwithſtanding objected 
nat mot this. 

kt This Objection may be eaſily ankeered thas i in 
on | a Word: That moſt of all thoſe Authors who 
ad are Quoted by the Romaniſts to. have made no 


it mention of Pope Joan were no Hiſtoriographers, 

ri. but ſuch who employ'd their Pen, and time in 

o- || the Study of Philoſophy, or Divinity, and there- 

he fore it is no more a. Wonder that theſe learned 

he Men ſhoultl be ſilent, as to this matter, than yr 

ut a Mathematician to write of Lines and Ta 

nd "on and not to write of Pharmacy and Plofic. | 
we, | Again, this Rupertus (commonly called Groft-. 1 
da- bead) well ſkilPd in Greek and Latin, a Reader | 
ſe, of Divinity in the Schools, an excellent Preacher, i 
2 and a Man ſo eminent for a holy Life and Con- $ 4 
ay verſation, that it was the Opinion of the whole 
ly = of England and France, that there was not | 

ei- ſuch another among the Prelates of that time; . 
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yet Innocent the IVth, called him * old Fool, 
furd and abſurd Fellow, and his Reproaches 
were attended with Menaces. The reaſon is ap 


parent in that he oppoſed the Pope, and had di- 


vers Cavils with him, inſomuch that in one Let- 
ter he did not ſtick to tell him plainly, That 
* by his Writs with (non obſtante) he brought a 
* deluge of Miſchief on the World, whereby 
© the Purity of the Church was defiled, and the 
<© Quietneſs of the Republick impeded and de- 
< ſtroyed; that by his Reſervations, Commen- 
does, and Provifions of Benefices for Parſons, 


who ſought to fleece, and not to feed the Flock 


© of God, he committed ſuch a Sin, ſo contrary 
© to the Doctrine of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, 
© ſo hateful and deteſtable to Chriſt Jeſus, as never 


Sin was, bat the Sin of Lucifer, nor never ſhall. 


be but the Sin of Anti-Chriſt, whom the Lord 
© ſhall deſtroy with the Breath of his Mouth at 
his coming. He further ſignified that no Man 
could with a good Conſcience obey any ſuch 
Mandates as he ſent abroad, though they came 
* from the higheſt Order of Angels; for they 
< tended not to Edification, but the utter ruin of 
* the Church.” Are theſe Lies, by reporting 
whereof he ſought to revenge himſelf on that 
preſent Pope? Sure it cannot be, ſince the F Col- 
lege of Cardinals confeſſed before the Pope, that 


they could not blame him for writing thus, hav- 


ing ſaid nothing but what was juſtifiable. And 
here give me leave to recite what another, Mat- 


' thew Paris, hath regiſtred to Poſterity concerning 
Popes and Papiſts, In his Hiſtory of England, 


in 


5 ® Quis eſt ille delirus, ſurdus & abſurdus, faith Innocent 


the fourth. Mat. Paris. + Ut vera fateamur vera ſunt 


quæ dicit, ſaid tbe Cardinals, Mat. Paris. p. 1 192. 
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in the Life of William the Conqueror, in the Year | 
1072, page 10. he reports how Satanas, & om- 


nes contubernium infe rorum; that the Devil and all 
his helliſh Crew writ Letters gratulatory to all the 
Rabble of the Romiſh Clergy, acknowledging 
their Kindneſs, in that following. their Pleaſures, 
and. deſiſting from inſtructing the People, they 
ſuffered more Souls to go to Hell than ever went 
bee. . 5 
That Gregory the VIIth, ſet the whole 


Church in an Uproar by depoſing married Prieſts 


from their Prieſthood, and forbidding the Laity 
to hear them ſay Service, becauſe he had no Pre- 
cedent for ſo doing, and becauſe as ſome thought 
it was unadviſedly done, contrary to the Opinion 
of the antient Fathers, who wrote chat the Sacra- 
ments of the Church, by the inviſible working of 


the Spirit have like effect, whether they be Ad- 


miniſtred by good or bad Men. He reports 


how a Cardinal Legate, at a Council held in 
London, inveighing againſt the Miſſes or Wenches 


of the Clergy, was taken the ſame Night after in 
Bed with a Whore or Bona Roba. | 
+ He reports, how Germanus, Arch-Biſhop of 


Conſtantinople, informed the Cardinals of Rome, 
that the Grecians ſtumbled much at this, that the 


Cardinals deſired to be accounted his Diſciples, 
who faid, Silver and Gold I have none, — yet 
none ſo rich and covetous as they. 
He reports how the Pope enjoined by one 


Mandate to the Biſhops of Canterbury, Lincoln 


and Saliſbury, that they ſhould provide for three 


Hundred Romans in Benefices next vacant z and 


22 they 


©* Tbid. An. 1074; + In Hen. 1. ad An. 1125. page 93. 


1 In Hes. 3. page 617. * In Hen. 3. P. 712. ad an 1240. 
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they ſhould dif poſe of no Benefice, till ſo many 
were compleatly provided for. 

* He reports, how Hugh the Cardinal bragged, 
when Innocentius departed from Lions, that 
whereas there were four Stews, or Bawdy-Houſes 
at his coming thither, he had left them but one, 
and that reached but from one end of- the Town 
to the other. 

+ He reports, * che — ond Mino- 


rites by Command from the Pope, appointed all 


ſorts of People, young and old, Men and Wo- 
men, ſound and ſick, and of all Conditions, to 
go for the recovery 'of the Holy Land, and yet 
the fame Day, or a little time after, for — 
diſmiſſed them 


He reports, how Tnnocentins the IVth, inſti. 


cated the People of Brabant and Flanders, to 
"commence a War againſt Conradus the Emperor, 


promiſing them for ſo doing forgiveneſs of all 
their Sins; yea, not only a Pardon for their own 


Sins, but the like for their Relations. 


Theſe, and the like Stories he records againſt 


the Pope being manuducted thereunto by Truth 
it ſelf; but he meddles not with any thing which 


was done by any Pope within a hundred Years 


after Chriſt; and therefore it is no Wonder that 
he ſpeaks nothing of Pope Joan. 


That I may not omit any material Objection 
that the Romaniſts alledge to diſprove the verity 


of the Story of Pope Joan, I muft here inform 
the Reader, that as they ſay many learned Latin 
Writers ſay nothing of her, ſo Greek Hiſtorio- 
graphers, Zonoras, Cedrenus Caropalatas, and 
Others who wrote before Martinus Polonus, con- 


— the Latin Church, and were en go 
= In Ben. 1 page 1009 4 I Hen, 3. page 1100. T 
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the ſame, and would have been glad of ſuch an 
Advantage againſt it, write nothing thereof at 
all; from whence ſome infer there was no ſuch 


To ſhape an anſwer to this Argument, 1 muſt | 
beg this Queſtion, doth not Platina confeſs there 
was a Pope called Mark, who fat two Years eight 


Months and ten Days; and another Pope called 


Marcellus, who fat above five Years; and yet 


Pontacus, and . Genebrard confefs, that all the 
Greel Writers in a manner omit to ſpeak of the 


former; and that all Greek Writers without Ex- 
ception omit to ſpeak of the latter. Now if we 
ſhould be perſuaded (notwithſtanding their paſſing 


by theſe in Silence) that theſe were Popes, why 


may we not as well believe that there was a Pope 


Joan, though they paſs her by in like manner, 


not ſpeaking one word of her; we may believe 
many things of which they write not a Syllable. 


Wee read in the Golden Legend, f Breviary, &c. | 
that Herachus the Emperor, when he would have 


entred in by the Gate, by which our Saviour went 
to his Paſſion, clad in his Royal Robes with the 
Croſs on his Shoulders, was miraculouſly hindred 
and could not get through, till he had diveſted 
his Body of it's Princely Apparel, and put off his 
Shoes and Stockings. This is verily believed by 
many Romaniſts, and yet Eretzar ſaith, that the 
Grecians, Zenoras, : Cedrenus, and the like, write 
nothing of it, yet profeſſeth withall he likes it 
never the worſe for their Silence; for they (as he 
farther obſerves) omitted many other material 
Truths, whereof no Man of reaſon will ever call 


them in Queſtion; and though Hermannus Con- 


tractus, 


Lb. 2. Chronogr. + Chronol. lib. 3. 1 Breviar. 
Rom. in officio exalt. S. Crucis. | ©. ©. © 
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traftus, Conradus, Urſpergenfis Abbas, and others, 
ſpeak nothing of this Joan, we muſt not there- 


fore conclude that there was never ſuch a Woman: 


once a Pope. Do Arguments taken from Autho- 
rity of few Men hold negatively ? It is a good 
Argument, St Paul, St Luke, and Seneca do not 
ſay that St Peter was at Rome? Ergo, St Peter 


Was not at Rome. I anſwer with * Bellarmin, Ne- 
gative Arguments are worth nothing; for it follows. 


not that St Peter was never at Rome, becauſe St 
Luke, St Paul, and Seneca do not report that he 
was ever there: for theſe three were not bound. to 


report all that was true. Certainly (faith one) 


magis cred: debet tribus teſtibus affirmantibus. quam 
inſinitis nibil dicentibus : A Man ſhould rather 
<. believe three Witneſſes ſpeaking to a Cavſe, 
than infinite. who ſpeak neither pro nor con.“ 
Again, Denis Biſhop of Athens, was afterwards 
Biſhop of Paris, though Ado Biſhop of Triers in 
Germany, and Suidas, a Greek Author, make no 
mention of his removal te another Biſhoprick. 


 Lipomannus reſolves upon Metaphraſtes, and one 


Michael Syngelus, in theſe Words, that Denis 
was Biſhop of Paris, though Ado and Suidas, ſay 
nothing of it. Why then though theſe and many 
more ſay nothing of Pope Jean, might there not 
be ſuch a Pope, ſince as many, and es learned as 
they, do place her in the number of Popes. 
* Salmeron a learned Jeſuit ſaith thus, Ea lex apud 
Hiſtorigraphus obſervatur, ut quando unis ex duobus 
hiftoricts aliquid affirmat quod alius ſupprimit, non 


deroget affirmanti qui racet : That when one Hi- 


< ſtorian reports what another paſſeth by, the lat- 
< ter's Silence doth not prejudice the Truth of the 
<* other's relation.“ | 

1 muſt 


Lib. de Rom. pontif, cap. 8. Proligom. 6 in Evangelia. 4 
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how fafely we may believe it, ſince Baronius con- 
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I muſt confeſs there is not a Word of her in 
all thoſe ſix or ſeven Tables which are in the Vati. 
can; yet ſuppoſe theſe Tables be of greateſt Eſti- 
mation, yet ſhall we conclude that he that is as 
regiſtred therein was a Pope; I know not 


demns ſuch for ſilly credulous People, who believe 


Reports the rather becauſe they are to be found in 


Books belonging to the Pope's Library. Beſides, 
Leo the VIIIth is regiſtred in the Catalogue of 
Popes, and in ſome of thoſe ſeven Tables, if not 
in them all, yet Baronius, and his Followers con- 
clude him an Intruder and Uſurper, and did not 
in the leaſt deſerve that glorious Title of a Pope. 
Now if this be no good Argument, Leo the VIIIth 
is numbred among the Popes in ſeven Tables, in 
the Pope's Library, or in ſeven as Authentical, 
Ergo Leo the VIIIth was a Pope, from hence 
may be ſaid, that Joan the Woman Pope is not 
numbred amongſt the Popes in thoſe ſeven Tables 
in the Popes Library. Ergo there was no ſuch 
Joan, a Woman Pope. But conſider if ſeven 


Tables ſpeaking for a Pope, do not convince the 


being of ſuch a Pope, why ſhould their Silence 
argne the contrary ? might there not be as well, 
one left out that was a Pope, as comemorize one 
that never was? Beſides, there are ſeveral reaſons 
why it was requiſite ſhe ſhould be left out, either 
for her Sex ſake, being a Woman, and very ſa- 
lacious, or elſe ſhe would never have rambled 
over ſeveral Countries with a Man, who undoub. 
tedly in their Travels lay together; or elle in re- 
gard of the foulneſs of the Fact, which as it 
brands her Memory with perpetual Infamy, ſo it 

| „ cannot 
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- / | | 
cannot but prove a great Blot in the Papal 
RS. oo: „„ 
This omiſſion of her Name need not ſeem 
ſtrange, if you will but obſerve, that other Popes 
upon other occaſions, have been paſt over in 
Silence by ſeveral Writers as no Popes; as for 
Example, Fælix the IId, was both Pope and 
Martyr, (as“ Bellarmin affirmeth) and he fat as 
Pope one Year, four Months, and two Days, as 
you may read in Platina: yet by 4 Genebrard's 
| | Confeſſion, Marcellinus omits to ſpeak: of him 
j in his Chronicle, becauſe he was ſuſpected of 
Hereſy; and for the ſame, or ſuch like Cauſe, 
St Auftin and Optatus mention him not among 
the Popes in their Memorials. That one Cyricus 
was Pope is acknowledged by divers, yet it is rare 
„ to find him in any Catalogue of Popes of whom 
1 Fohannes de Pariſis, a great Papiſt, in his Trea- 
| tiſe, de poteſtate regia & papali, writes thus, Iſte 
. = Cyriacus in Catalogo Paparum non annumeratur, 
quia credebant ipſum non propter devotionem ſed prop- 
ter oblectamentum Virginum dimiſiſſe Epi ſcopatum. 
* Cyriacus is not in the Catalogue of Popes, be- 
cauſe it was thought he left the Popedom not 
for Devotion, but for the fake of Wenching.“ 
Damaſcus the IId, hath his Name regiſtred in 
many * Popiſh Chronicles in the Throng of 
Popes; yet there are + many on the other ſide 
who let him go fora ſcabby Sheep. Thus Plati-. 
na, cenſent nonulli hunc inter Pontiſices  nequaquam 
numerandum eſſe; ſome judge this Fellow. no 
< ways fit to be regiſtred among the Popes ;' and 
in like manner they deal with many others, . 
| : CIs „ | ut 


Lib. 4. de Roman, Pontif. cap. 9. + Invita Fz- 
licis. I Chronol. lib. 3. ad annum. 368. * Platina in 
vita Damaſi 2. Polonus in Chronic, circa an. 1040. f Pla: 
tina loco citao. | 5 


t 


of Poxrs JOAN 41 
But * ſome may ſay if Pope Joan was omitted 
in the Regiſters of ſome for the filthineſs of her 
Fact, why was that Cloſe-ſtool reſerved, and that 


Monument of hers erected where ſhe was publick- 


ly delivered ; for the Stool and the Image were 
as like to continue the Memory of her, as any 
Record in writing. To this I anſwer, may not 
ſome be of one Opinion, ſome of another? May 
not ſome think good to continue the Memory of 
that which others for Shame would willingly have 
forgotten? Have not ſome Papiſts in France de- 
nied that John Chaſtel was taught by the Jeſuits to 
murther Henry the IVth of France, becauſe they 


_ were loath the Jeſuits ſhould ſeem Odious ? And 


did not others. contribute their Aſſiſtance in 
the Erection of a ſtony Pillar near the King's Pa- 
lace, whereby ſo much was notified, If any Man 
ſhould affirm that the ſame Man who omitted 
Pope Joan for the filthineſs of her Fact, erected 
ſuch two Monuments for her in one of the High- 
ſtreets in Rome, and proſcribed ſuch a Stool to be 
kept for that Purpoſe, I know not how he could 


free himſelf from Contradiction. | 


For further Proof whereof .I think this worth 
the Conſideration, that when Paul the IIId mov- 


ed with the Spirit of God (as Þ Harding faith) 


and deſirous to reform the Church, gave charge 
to the moſt learned, wiſe, pious, and zealous 
Men he knew, viz. four Cardinals, three Biſhops, 
and twa others, to enquire and ſearch out what 
Abuſes and Diſorders were in the Church, and 


eſpecially in the Roman Court; which they did 


accordingly, and preſented him a Libel contain- * 
ing the Sum of all their Proceedings. Some 
thought 


** Florimondus Cap. 22. page 190. 7 In his Rejoin- 
der to Biſhop Jewel about the Maſs, page 177. 
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thought their Labours merited Regiſtring; others 
thought them fitter to be committed to the Fire, 


which ap 


rs by this, that the Libel is printed 


in Crabbs Edition of the Council, anno 1551, and 
yet inſerted in the Index librorum prohibitorum by 
Paul the IVth, (one of thoſe four Cardinals that 
exhibited it to Paul the IIId) and left out Domini- 


cus Nicolinus, his Edition of the Councils at Ve. 


nice, auſpiciis Sixti Quinti, in the Year 1585. 
And out of Severinus Binnius, his Edition at Co- 


lex 1606. OS 
But ſay apiſts again, grant that Pope 
Joan ſhould he omitted for the filthineſs of her 


ould there have been mention made 


of the Vacancy of the See for that time ſhe was 


logy. 


oning 3 


Tope, elſe there will be a manifeſt Error in Chro- 


oul Error indeed to miſs two Years in reck- 


ere may be fouler than this, and yet the 


matter ſalved well enough. For Onupbrius reck- 
ons 230 Popes to Gregory the XIIIth, and Gene- 
brard and Maſſonus 2 34, whereas Platina accounts 
235; for he reckons to Ziſtus the IVth, with 
whom he ends, 221 Popes: after whom to Gre- 
gory the XIIIth, every one reckons 14, which 
compleats the number of 235: yet Verſteganus, in 
his Table printed at Antwerp 1590, numbers no 
more than 231. Moreover do not ſeveral Chrono- 
logies written by + Romaniſts record, that Evari/- 
tus fat thirteen Years, whereas others ſay, he tat but 
+ nine Years; do not ** ſome of them ſay that 
Denis ſat four Years, , others that he fat but two 


Years 


„ Bella, lib, 3. de Rom, Pont, cap. 24. + Anaſtaſ. de 


Vita Evariſt. 
Num. 1. ** Baron. Annal. tom. 2. ad Anno 172, Num. 
21. Tf Annaſtas. de vita Dionyfii, 


ft Baron, Anal. tom. 2. ad annum 121. 
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Years. J think theſe Differences, and ſuch as 
theſe, argue manifeſt Errors in their Chrono- 


logies. If no further Inconveniencies follow upon 
Pope Foan's omiſſion, than a manifeſt Error in 


Chronology, for that ſpace ſhe lived, we may 


well enough believe that ſome omitted her, not 
becauſe there was no ſuch Perſon, but becauſe 
they were aſhamed of her; for two Years and 
odd Months break no ſquare in their Chronolo- 
gies, no more than a Miſtake of two Inches in a 
Foot with a bunggling Carpenter. 1 
But, ſays Florimondus, no Man ever writ of 


her, till four hundred Years after ber death; and 


is it poſſible that all Writers ſhould ſo conſpire to- 


gether, that the Truth thereof could never be cer- 
tainly known, till ſo long a time after the Expira. 
tion of her Popeſhip ? 15 | - 

I have already proved by the Books that are 


yet extant, that this Story was ſooner diſcovered. 


But ſuppoſe we had no Author who lived within 
four hundred Years of Pope Joan to produce for 
Proof, muſt therefore this Story be rejected? 
Do not the Papiſts recommend as truth, many 


Stories for which they can bring no Teſtimony . 


out of any Writer who lived within four hundred 
Years after? * They tell us of an Image of Chriſt 
which was made by Nzcodemus, who came to our 


Saviour by Night for fear of the Jets; and of it | 


runs a report of ſtrange Miracles it effects: yet 
are not able to name the Man who wrote of this 
ſix hundred Years after Nicodemus. ＋ They tell 


us that St Luke drew certain Pictures of the Vir- 


gin Mary, but t Theodorus Lector is the firſt Man 
that makes this report, and he lived at leaſt five 
| GX hundred 


* Bell. lib. 2. de Image cap. 10. + Bel. loco citato & 


Gretzer de Cruce. lib, 2. cap. 1, | Lib. 1. Colloctan. 
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hundred Years after. Not to trouble you with | 


many more Inſtances, * they write, that our Sa- 
viour wiping his Face with a Handkerchief, im- 
printed his own Effigies therein, and ſent it to 
Aebarus for a token; but for Proof hereof, there 
is no Author to be produced, but one Evagrius 
who lived fix hundred Years after Chriſt, That 
the Virgin Mary made that Coat of our Saviour's 
which was without Seam, the + Rhemiſts pe- 
remptorily affirm, and“ others of the like Faction 
add, that as our Saviour grew in Height and 
Breadth, ſo the Coat on his Back grew in like 


manner. I cannot read any Author they have 


produced, that writeth hereof for above four 
hundred Years ſince. ? | 

But how comes it about that Pope Joan ſhould be 
called John, as ſhe was ſuppoſed a Man after her 
Election, fince Popes upon iheir Election do now 
change their Names from a laudible Cuſtom (faith 
Florimondus) that Sergius (a few Years before Pope 
Joan) introduced, which was that the Pope ele 
ſhould not ſtep out of the Conclave till he had chang- 
ed his proper Name. | | 

It is confeſt, that F ſome ſay, that becauſe 


Sergius had a filthy beaſtly Name before his 
Election, vis, Swines-ſnout, he changed it after 
his Election; but they are miſtaken who ſay Ser- 


gius the IId changed his proper Name, for ex pa- 


terno nomine a principio Sergius eft appellatus ; 


from his Birth he was called Sergius, after the 


Name of his Father; ſo writes Baronius in his 


Annals 


* Baron Anwal Tom. 1. ad An Chriſti. 31. Num. Ei. 
+ Baron. Annal. Tom. 8. ad An. 594. Num. 30. Þ An- 
notat, in Fcb 19. 23 in Margine. * Ludolphus de vita 


Jeſu. part 2. cap, 63. p. 221. Coloſs. 2. Faſcic. Temp. 


ad An. 844. Pol. Virg, de Rerum Invent. Stella de vitis 
Pont. in Sergio. 2. | TRAY . 
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Annals Tome the tenth, to the Year 844. The 
firſt who changed his Name was Sergius the IIId, 
and yet not for the filthineſs of his Name, but in 
reverence to St Peter. Cum enim ille Petrus vo- 
caretur indignum ſe putavit vocari ædem nomine, 
quo Chriftus primum ejus ſedis Pontificem. Principem 
Apoſtolorum ex Simone Petrum nominaverat : — For 
his Name being Peter, be thought it not fit to be 
called by that Name, whereby Chriſt called the firſ 
Biſhop of that See, even the Prince of the Apoſtles, 
whoſe name be changed from Simon to Peter, as 
may be further read in that learned Cardinal 
Ceſar Baronius. Notwithſtanding this poſitive 
Aſſertion of Baronius, I ſee this great Scholar, as 
well as other Bug-bears of Wit and Controverſy, 
may not only miſtake, but down right contradi& - 
themſelves; for (faith he) in another Place, 
Tom. 10. Annal. ad Ann. 955. Nu. 4. ſpeaking 
of John the XIIth. Hic revera primus inventus 
qui mulavit fibi nomem, ut qui ex Oftaviano vocari 
voluerit Fohannes pro mutata non exuta tyrannide: 
* This, in truth is the firſt who changed his 
© name, who of Octavian would needs be called 
© Fobn; not that he meant to leave his Tyranny, 
© but to uſe it in another kind; for he, who was 
© called by his Father Octavian, in reſpect of his 
temporal Authority in the City, would now in 
© reſpect of his Spiritual, be called Jobn; either 
© becauſe his Uncle Jobn the XIth was called fo, 
© or for that he deſired to hear well at leaſt for 
© his Name ſake, whilſt in clawing, and fawning 
* Acclamations, the People baſely applied unto 
him that good Speech, There was a Man that 
© was ſent from God whoſe name was John.* Thus 
Baronius, and now Florimondus, not knowing al- 


moſt what to ſay, aſk the Queſtion, who was 
_— | Pope 
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Pope Joan's Father, quinam bujus Pſeudopontificis 
pater; if ſhe had a Father, certainly he would 
have been mentioned in Hiſtory, as well as the 


Father of Linus, Clerus, Clemens, and of all the 
| reſt of the Popes; in anſwer hereunto, that the 


Hiſtories expreſly ſet down the Fathers of all the 


reſt of the Popes is falſe, For by Hiſtory no 


Man knows of what Parentage * Higinus was ; 
Higini genealogia non invenitur, neither can we 


find out the Anceſtors of Pope Denis; as Anaſta- 


us, afore quoted, doth acknowledge; Dionif 


k 


generationem inventre non potuimus : And it is un- 
known of what Sir-name or Country Jobn the 
XIXth was: + Johannis XIX, cognomen & gatria 
zgnoratur. 4 N | 
In Hiſtories it is expreſly written, that Urban 
the IVth was begotten by a Cobler, + ex patre 
Sutore veteramentario; that obn the XXIId, was 
the Son of a Botcher, * Filius Veteramentarii, 
reſarcitoris ſciliſet ſotelarium : That Benedict the 
XIth, was the Son of a poor Laundreſs ; + Fili- 


us Lyoiricis paupercule That Benedict the XIIth, 


was the Son of a Milner, Molitoris filius: That 
Sixtus the IVth, was the Son of a Mariner, + pa 


tre ortus qui ſemper nauticam exercuit: That 


Aarian the VIth, was the Son of a Cloath-worker, 
or as ſome ſay a Brewer: That * Sixtus 
Quintus, was the Son of a Swine-heard, but what 
the names of theſe Mens Fathers were, that is 
not expreſly written, ＋ Alexander the Vth con- 
feſſed, Se nec parentis, nec fratres, nec aliquem ex 
2, 1 agnatis, 

* Anaſtaſ. de vit. Pont. in vita Higini. + Stella de vitis 
Pont. in vita Zohan. 19. 4 Onuph. Annot. in Plat. in vitis 


Urbani. 4. * Longius in Chron. ad An. 1316. f Ibid. 
+ Papyr. Maſſ. de urbis Epiſcop. lib. 6. in Sixto 4. Ca- 


carellus in Vita 65. + Papyr, Maſ. de Urbis Epiſ. lib, 6. 


in Alex. 5. 
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agnatis, cognatiſque ſuis unquam vidiſſe: That he 
never ſaw either his Father, or Mother, or Bro- 
ther, or any of his Kindred; who then can tell 
his Father's name? 3 88 

Beating ſome. of the Romaniſts from this idle 
Interrogatory, they fly to this; either this Pope 
Joan was young or old when ſhe was choſen. If 


ſhe was young, it was contrary to Cuſtom to ad- 


mit of any fuch Election; as may appear by the 


| great number of Popes that lived in the Dignity 


above the number of Emperors that ſucceeded 
often in their Youth. But if ſhe were old when 
ſhe was choſen, then how did ſhe bear a Child 
publickly in Proceſſion ? The ground work -of 
this Argument, that Pope Joan was either young 
or old, may be eaſily deſtroyed thus; if we con- 


ſider that learned Men divide the whole Courſe 


of Man's life not into youth and old age; but 
into Pueritiam pubertatem; adoleſcentiam, juven- 
tutem conſtantem mediumve & ſenectutem. Now 


middle Age is from 35 to 49, whereof the 


might have been, and ſo neither old nor young; 
for Leo the Xth was choſen Pope at thirty eight 


'Years of age, being not forty ſix Years old when 


he died, and yet he fat as Pope eight Years, eight 
Months, and twenty Days; and Gregory the XIth 
was about thirty five Years old when he was 


choſen, as * Theodoricus de Niem, and Maſſoniis 


teſtify, beſides, ſhe might have been choſen young 
for any Popiſh Cuſtom there 1s to the contrary, 
For ＋ Boniface the IXth, at the age of thirty 


four was choſen Pope; and Innocent the IIId was 
but thirty. I know not but our Joan might have 


been one of the Youths of the Pariſh : For not 


to 


Niem Unionis Tract. 6, cap. 39. Þ MaTon, de Urbis 
Epiſcop. in Boniface 9. 


= 
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to ſpeak of the Boy Pope Benedi# the IXth, 
who was choſen Pope about twelve, Years old, 
one, who at that age better underſtood a Gig and 
Bowling-ſtones, than the Diſcipline of the Church. 
I fay not to reflect on him particularly, + John 
XIII alias XII, In juvenili & florida etate crea- 
tur Pontifex, he was conſtituted Pope when he 
was in his Youth and flourithing Condition; that 
is about the eighteenth Year of his age, as + Ba- 
ronius gathereth by Circumſtances. 

But why might ſhe not have been old, Td 
we read, and have known experimentally that old 
Women have born Children. Henry the Empe- 
ror. begat Frederick the IId, on a Wife who was 
fifty Years old, ſo faith Maſſonus, and Machutus 
ar: Biſhop (ith Peirus de Natalibus) was born 
when his Mother was above threeſcore : And 
faith Franciſcus Funius in his Annotations on Ruth, 
Flic in Palatinatu ante annos aliquot vidi meis occu- 
_ bis & wocatus interfui partus cujuſdem famine am- 
plius annos 56 nate, quæ binos . mores enixa eſt co. 
dem partu: A few Years ſince. I was intreated to 
ſee a Woman above fifty nine Years old, who 
was delivered of two Boys at a Birth ; why may 
not then Pope Jn (though fifty) be delivered 
of a Son. 

Again let us conlider, that the Multitude of 
Popes above the Emperors was not by reaſon of 
their age, but by other Accidents. In the firſt 
three hundred Years while the Popes were gene- 
rally good, they were cut off by Martyrdom, for 
though it be not true (as Onupbrius very well ob- 


ſerves) that all the Popes from St Peter's time to 
Sylveſter, 


8 Glab, Radu), Hiſt. lib, 5. + Paulus Langius in Chron. 
Cit zenſe ad An. 1389. EO Tom. 10. ad anno 955s 
— 3. 
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c Hlveſter,” were "Martyrs (which. is confidently a- 


vouched by ſome of the Romiſſi Party) yer T 
grant it for a truth, that moſt of them were 2 
Now in ſucceeding times their number grew th 


greater by their Paiſonirig and Murderi — 

another. Diligently peruſe the Hiſtory of their 
Lives, and you ſhall find that of forty Popes 

| deceaſed, there was not one fat a fall Year, 5 1 
You will find that' in a little more than nine 
Years, there were nine ſeveral Popes: You ſhall 
find that one Man in thirteen Years, poiſoned ſux 
Popes: Laſth, you ſhall find, that God in his 

| Juſtice did cut them off for their wicked and 
abominable lewd Lives and Converſations. | 


Liberins ſat about ſix Years, faith Cardi- 


nal ＋ Turrecremata,. and then died an evil Death, 
mala morte precibus Sanflorum ertindtus eſt; he 
died not for Age, but with Curſing. 


Auaſtaſius the IId fat not two Years, but God 


ſtruck him ſuddainly for his Wickedneſs, and 
he died miſerably: For he died as ſome ſay, as 
Arius the Arch-Heretick, of which Opinion i is 


t Platina and * Stella, who ſay, Sunt qui ſcribunt 
eum in Latrinam effudiſe inteſtina dum neceſſitats 


' nature obtemperat : In a Houſe-of-Office he eva- 


cuated his Guts with his Excrements. 
Clement the IId continued in the Papacy but 


nine Months, and died not of old Age, but 


Poiſon ; fo ſays Genebrard and Æneas Sybvius, 
Damaſcus the IId, who had a Hand in poiſon- 
ing this Clement, kept the Popedom but twenty 


three Days, not that he died of old Age, but by 
the juſt JO of God, that he might be an 
H 


Example 


* Paſcic, Thain ad an. 904. Þ+ Sum. de Ecclel, lib. 4. 
part 1. c. 9. þ Platina in vita Anaſtaſii 2. Stella de Vit. 
Pont, ad annum _ | 
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— to others, (as Platiaa obſerves) who 
climbid to that Dignity by, by wa unjuft and indire& 
means, to-which they ſhoul aſcend by Virtue and 
true — 5 a peel 1 
Benedict the VIth e no longer 
a Tear and half, and 11 in a Saal by 
ſtrangling or famine, as '* Baronius is of Opinion. 
Vickor the TIId was no longer Pope but one 
Year and four Months, and died by Poiſon; fo 
— Platina, Genebrard, Charanza, and Palonus ; 
y the fame means (as is ſu poſed) died Pius 
4 IId. 
Fobn the XIItth, (alias XII) was ſlain the very 
aaa Adultery, whether thruſt through by one 
that faw him in that beaſtly Poſture, (as Platina 
believes) or murthered by the Devil (as Luit- 
prandus imagines) Hiſtorians agree not in; but 
* Turrecremata a Cardinal, takes that as more 
likely, that is moſt dreadful : for becauſe (faith he) 


the Life of Pope Jobn was deteſtable, and intolera- 


bly offenſive to the Chriſtian People; therefore 
Chriſt himſelf pronounced againſt him Sentence 
of Condemnation : For, whilſt he was abuſing and 
vitiating a certain Man's Wife, the Devil ſtruck 
kim fuddainly into the Temple of his Head, and 
he died as ſuddainly without Repentance. 
Boniface the VIlth fat but ſeven Months and a 
few Days, and n the Beaſt died, ſaith 7 Kran- 
r | 
Marcelius the Ita lived but twenty two Days 
in the Papacy, not that he was very aged when he 
died (for he was but fifty five Years old) but for 
that he was Poiſoned, and which is ſtrange, it is 


obicrved, that he was Foiloned becaule ſome 
thought 


Annal. Tom. 10. ad anno 974. + Tairectemata ſum. 
de Ecclel, lib. 2. cap. 103. 1 Metrop. lib. 5. 0 1. 
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thought he would prove an honeſt Pope. Obi 
die 22, non fine veneni ſuſpitione, quod nimium 


rectius quibuſdam videretur, faith * Genebrard. 


That Sixtus Quintus, after the ſixth Year of 
his Reign; was fetcht away by the Devil, by 
whoſe help he came to that Place, + Sir Francis : 


Breton, a Monk of the Order of the Celeſtines, 


proteſted that a Prior of St Bennet's Order, al- 
ſured him at Rome and the Jeſuits at /aly ſeem to 


believe no leis by their own reports. To con- 


clude, it is the Confeſſion of many Pontiſicial 
Writers, that many Popes were ſhort liv'd, be- 
cauſe God ſaw they proved Monſters inſtead of 
Pious Men, and became a Shame and Scandal to 


the true Religion z wherefore God in his Juſtice 


ſnatcht them off from the Face of the Earth. 

Thus this Argument of Years hath its anſwer: 

Another Objection they alledged, that it is a 
moſt unlikely thing that the whole Roman Clergy 
would chuſe a Pope without @ Beard, efpecially 
if all the Clergy in thoſe Days, (as ſome write) 
were. ſhaven. For Men by ſhaving may make 


_. themſelves look like Women, and Women by 
often ſhaving may make themſelves look like 


Men. f Fohannes Pierius Valerianus a learned 
Man, imputes the Error of the choice of Pope 


Foan to this, that the Clergy in thoſe Days were. 


generally ſhaven ; for by the means of ſhaving 


; (ſaith he) the People were 10 diſguiſed, that 


Men and Women were in a manner undiftinguiſh- 
able, and by this it happened that a Woman was 
choſen Pope of Rometo the perpetual Shame, and 


—— of that ſacred Dignity; of the ſame 


H 2 Opinion 


* Chron, lib. 4. bd annum 1556. + In his Declarat. 
made at Vendome, Fan. 28. 1601 Þ Pro barbis Sacerdo- 
1 fol. 2 1. ad Card. Mediceu, Lon. Anno 1533. 
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But ſome may fay, that this is very ſtrange, 
that in all that time, neither Voice, Countenance, 


nor Actions ſhould not diſcover her. To this I 


anſwer, that if there be truth in Popiſn Writers, 


divers Women have lived longer among Men in 
Mens Apparel unknown, than Dame Joan lived 
in the Popedom. For Marina (as 1 Textor re- 
ports) lived all her life among Monks in a Maſ- 
culine Habit, and none knew any thing to the 
contrary but that ſhe was a Monk. Eupbroſina 
lived thirty ſix Years among Monks, and was 
reputed for a Mont; ſo did Eugenia, Pelagia, 
and Margareta, and their Sex the while was un- 
ſuſpected. In our late Civil Wars, I knew a 
Woman that was ſixteen Years a Soldier, at length 
being tired with that ſtarving kind of Life, re- 
turned to her Relations, and reaſſuming her priſ- 
tin proper Habiliments, was in a little time mar- 
ried, and had ſeveral Children afterwards. 
The Romaniſts, to make this Story the more 
fabulous and improbable, do fay, that certainly 


this Woman Pope (had there been any ſuch Per- 
ſon) would not have been guilty of ſo much in- 


diſcretion, (eſpecially having the repute of fo 
much Wit and Scholarſhip) as to go abroad in 
publick, being ſo near her time, and venture to 
go in Proceſſion, where ſhe muſt conſequently 
have the Eyes of many Thouſands fixt upon her, 
© whereby, if no other Accident ſhould happen, 
5 5 — ſhe 


Lib. 6. de Rebus Turcicis. + Text. in Officina Tit. 
Mul. hab. viril, ment. 1 Pet. de Natal. in Catalog: ſanc. 
lib. 2. ap. 3. 1 N en 


Opinion is ® Chalchocondilas, Thus then ſince it 
was an ordinary thing far the Clergy to be ſhaven, . 
why ſhould they diſlike her the more for want of 
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ſhe runs the Hazard of a Diſcovery. To this L 
anſwer, that the time of Child- birth is uncertain, 
for commonly Women go ten Months, yet ſome- 
times they come ſooner, at nine, eight, yea, and. 
at ſeven Months, as * Phyſicians have obſerved. - 
Honeſter Women than Pope Joan have fallen in 
Travail upon the Highway, nay in the Street; 
their unexpected Pangs have come ſo faſt upon 
them, that they have been forced to take — 
at the next Houſe they could come at, and 3 
made bold with a Stranger in a mean Habitation, , 
rather than be delivered in the Street ; ſuitable to . 


this is an Obſervation of Theophilat?, novit miclier 


quod pariet, quando vero non novit; nam non pauca 
8 menſe pepererunt, etiam in itinere, nibil præſci-- 
entes; (ſays he) a Woman knows ſhe ſhall be de-. 
livered, but the ti me when, ſhe knows not; for 
divers have been delivered in their eighth Month * 
as they have been on a Journey, not imagining. 


they were ſo near their Reckoning. Thus 


may this poor Gentlewoman Pope Joan be mi 
taken, and the rather, becauſe this was her firſt 
that ſhe was deliver*d of, as ſhe went to St Fobn. 
Laterans, for we do not read, that ſhe had a Baſ 
tard before ſhe was Pope, not, but that we may 
believe it upon good Grounds, that her fellow 
raveller or Gallant, was not wanting in his En- 
deavours to give her that carnal Satisfaction ſhe 
deſired ; and it may be ſhe proved u 7 it 2 
but hed an Art, which the Devil taug 
carry it off again by Medecine, a tice 251 "as 
too much uſed by ſome inſatiate Mzſalinas of this 
Kingdom; whether ſhe uſed it or not, we know 


no other Proof but bare Conjecture » but certain 


it 


Levin. Lemnius de occult. Nat. miraculis lib. 4 
cap. 22 and 23. e 
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it is, ſhe was delivered of a Son in the open 


Street, and both expired immediately thereupon, 


who were buried together without any Solemnity, 


and though ſhe had born the greateſt Offices be- 
longing to the Romiſh Church, yet ſhe was inter d 


without the common Ceremonies of Burial. 


The facred Scriptures do inform us, that God 
in his Juſtice doth ule to ſerve the greateſt Prin- 


ces ſo, who diſhonour him. Do we not read 


that Fehoiachim King of Fudab, was to be buried as 


an Aſs was buried, &c. Ferem. 22. 18, 19. and 
ve read in Hiſtory, that many Popes have had 
as ſmall Solemnities. Boniface the VIIth, (faith 
* Baronius) who fat after John the XVth, in four 
Months died a ſuddain Death, and was ſo hate- 


full to his own Followers, that after his Death 


they ſhowed their Deteſtation of him, by reveng- 


ing themſelves with Blows on his ſenſle Carcaſs, 


whilſt others with Swords ran him through and 
through; after this they dragged him by the Feet 
ſtark naked, till they came to the Field which is 
near the place where Conftentines Horſe ſtands, 
there they threw him from them, and ſo left 
him. Debora, Rebecca's Nurſe, was buried un- 


der an Oak, and Rachel, Jacobs Wife, (a far 


honeſter Woman than Pope Joan) was buried in 
the way to Epbratb. This Woman Pope could 
not have a Burial too bad for her; a Fact fo ex- 
traordinary, deſerved an extraordinary Uſage; 
vherefore Papyrius Maſſonus queſtions the truth of 
his Story, becauſe ſhe was not ſhamefull enough 
handled; for (faith he) had there been any ſuch 


Pope, the Romans could have done no leſs in 


Equity, than after her Death, to have hanged 


her 


* Annal. Tom. 10. ad An. 985. & veteri Pontif. vati 
Cano codice. f 8 | : 8 


. eee 
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her up in Chains. But how comes it about, if 
ſhe was delivered of. a Boy, that ſhe died inſtant- 
ly ? Florimondus accounts this, as one of the Ab- 
ſurdities which attend this Fable, Maſculum pe- 
pererat (faith he) quid igitur mortem repentinam 


 attulit ? If a Woman be once delivered of the 


Fruit of her Womb, there is no Danger of 
Death in his Opinion, In the firſt place, ſhe did 
did net die inſtantly, though ſuddainly, for ſhe 
was delivered of a Boy before her death ; 3 in the 
next place, I would fain know whether it is not 
common for Women to die in Child- bed, as well 
2s in Child- birth. Rachael was delivered of her 
Son Benjamin, and yet died ſhortly after, Gen. 
35. 17, 18. Phineas's Wife was derer of her 
Son Ichobod, and yet died en after: And 
if chey died ſo, why not Pope Joan | 
But can ſhe be faid to have gone from the 
Palace of St. Peter to St Fobn Lateran, whereas 
the-Popes laid not then in the Vatican, but at St 
John Lateran it ſelf, this * Bellarmin, and others 
do object; and Platina (fays ſome) doth juſtify, 
that the Popes lay not in the Vatican till the Year 
1350, which was in the time of Boniface the 
th. 

; This is a great miſtake, for Boniface the IXth 
bud] in the Year 1390, not 1350, the like miſ- 
take there is in fathering ſuch a Fancy upon ＋ 
Platina. For Platina reports only, that the Va- 
tican was repair d by Boniface the IXth ; he faith 
not it was firſt Inhabited by him, though if he 
had, the Pope might have gone to ſee the La- 
teran; for he had more than one Houſe to ſolace 
himlelf, and accommodate his Retinue in beſides 

the 


* Bellar. de Bom. Pontif. * 8 + In Vita Bo- 


niface. 


' 
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the Laieran. He dwelt not always in that; for 
Gregory the TVth®*, built two ſtately Fabricks for 
the Pope's uſe, as as Anaſtaſius teſtifies; and Leo the 


IIId, (as you may read in the ſame Author) built 
another H no leſs gloribus, near to St Peter's Church, 


whicf ftands in the Vaticun, wherein Leo the IVth 
8 Entertainment to Ludovike the Emperor. 


_ 'Hiſtory doth not mention that ſhe went 
from 8 t: Peters Palace to the Palace of the Late. 


ran, but from St Peters Church to the Lateran 


Church, and yet dwell in the Palace by the Late. 
ran; for Popes begin not their Proceſſion from 
the next Church adjoining to them. Leo the IIId 
Wee to go in Proceſſion three ſeveral _ 


ore Aſcenſion-Day ; and he began the firſt Da 


at one of St Mary's Churches, and ended at 


Saviour's Church; *the-ſecond Day he began at 

St Sabina the Martyr's Church, and ended at St 
PauPs; and the third Day he began at St Croſſes 
Church in Jeruſalem, and ended at St Zaurence's 


without the Walls; ſo that this Objection I con- 
Ceive is fully anſwered, and I ſhall endeavour to 


do the like to ſeveral others; and firſt, the Ro- 


maniſts do cavil much about her. different names 


before her Papacy; ſome ſay ſne was called Agnes, 
fome Gilbert, ſome Jabel, ſome Margaret, tome 
Tuta, ſome Jutta, and others Dorotbie. 

This is a meer Forgery, for I cannot read in 
any antient Writers, that ſhe was called by any 


of theſe Names; in ſome of later time I find 


ſome difference, one calling her Gilbert, and a- 


| Hother Ames, but of all thoſe whom I have here 
* inſerted, to ſſert the truth, and give in Evidence 
againſt her, there is not above one or two, who. 


either 


'® De vitis 'Pontif. in vita \ 4 Platina in vita 
Leonis. 
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either before or after her Papacy, gives her any 


other Name than an. 

' Secondly, They ſay, that ſome of theſe: Au- 
thors I have alledged to vindicate this Truth, do 
claſh and differ in Opinion, fome calling her 
Jobn the VIIth, ſome Jobn the VIIIth, and others 
Jobn the IX th, and fo faith Baronius. 
Baronius, by his leave, quotes no Author 
for his Aſſertion, and therefore I muſt beg his 
Pardon if 1 believe him not; for my belief ſtall 


extend in this no farther than reaſon ſhall direct 


it. Beſides, whether ſhe be John the VIIth or 
VIIIch, the Difference is not ſo great, fur the 
like may be demonſtrated in other Popes, whom 
the Romiſh Party cannot deny to be Popes. But 
who ſtiles her John the VIIth, or John the 


VIIIth aſſuredly, neither Marianus, Scotus, Sigi- 


Bert, Cotefridus, Viterbienſis, Polonus, Platina, 
Palmerius, Trithemius, Faſciculus * Temporum, 
Krantius, Alfonſus s Carthagena, nor Textor, 
call her neither Joby the VIIth, nor Fob» the 
VIIIth, but plainly Jobn or Joan. Onuphrius in- 


deed would perſuade the Credulous that Platina 


ſtiles her John the VIIIth, in the“: Terms; Jo- 
hanmes hic omnino VIIIth, non IXib, eft ut a Pla- 
tina deſcribitur : Nam & fi Fohannes fæmina Papa 
quam profitetur, fuiſſet, non tamen numeri natam 
habere debuijſet ſacri ordinis non capax; that is, 
this Jahn queſtionleſs is the eighth, not the ninth, 


as Platina accounts him; for though John the 


Moman, whom he talks of, had been Pope, yet 
ſeeing ſhe was not capable of Prieſt-hood, ſhe 
ſhould not go for one in the Number of Johns. 
This is another faifity, for Platina calls her 
not Jobn the VIIIch, and therefore Onuphrinus, or 


ſome Perſon elfe, hath abuſed him,: For Proof 


I ___ where.t, 


* 
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whereof, I appeal to * Platina, printed in the 


Year 1481, which was the Year wherein Platina 
died, and to the next Edition 1481, who ſpeak- 


ing of John the Woman in thoſe antient Edi- 


tions, he places no Numeral Note on her Head, 
but begins his Story thus, Fobannes Anglicus ex. 


Mag untiaco oriundus, &c. John Engliſb born at 


Meniz, neither Stiles he the next 9, but 8; for 
coming to that Pope's Life, Johannes VIII, Pa- 


tria Romanus, &c. faith he, Jobn the VIIIch, 
by his Country a Roman, Sc. for further Proof 
of which later Point, I appeal to the later Edi- 


tions, whereunto Onupbrius F his Annotations are 


annexed; for though we. read thus in them, Joban- 

nes nonus Patria Romanus, &c. yet that read. 
ing is falſe, and the antient reading true, appears 

by that which is written of the next Pope's Life, 
to wit, Martin the IId, even in thoſe later Edi- 


tions. For + Platina ſhowing how Martin lived 


in the time of Charles the IIId, adds preſently, 


Quem ab Johanne VIII, Coronem accepiſſe ſcripſi- 
nus. Now Charles the IIId was crowned by 


John next before Martin, according to Platina, 

wherefore the next before Martin was Fobn the 
VIIIth, according to the Opinion of the ſame 
Man, and not John the IXth, as Onuphrius 


wall have us believe, Which Overſight or 


Fraud of Onupbrius was not ſo great, but that 


by this means he is forced to alter Platina his 


numeral Note, ſet to all the Fobns that follow to 
call him John the Xth, whom Platina calls John 


the IX th; to call him the XIth, whom Platina | 


calls the Xth, and ſo unto the laſt Bald:ſar Coſſa, 
who was in the number of Jobns according to 


* Platina moritur Romz, Anno 1481. Trithem. de 


Script, Ecclefiaſt, verbo Bartbolomzi. + Such as that of 


Colex. 1574. f De vitis Pontif. in vita Martini. 
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ancient Editions the XXIII, and not XXIV, as 
he is numbered in the Editions which Onuphrius 
comments upon. hs 
Now, whereas the Romaniſts do alledge that 
the diſagreeing of Authors about the time where- 
in ſhe commenced her Papacy, and the time of 
her Continuance therein, is an Argument to prove 
the nullity of this Story, I fay no ſuch matter: 
in the firſt place, let them conſider the diſagree- 
ment that is among themſelves, Some that have 
. written of Pope Lucius, ſay he was a Roman, 
ſome a ＋ Tuſcan, ſome ſay he was the f Son of 
Lucinus, and others of ** Porpbyry, Some ſay 
he was choſen Pape in the Year 253, ſome 254, 
ſome 259, and others 275. Some ſay he ſate 
3 Years, 3 Months, and 3 Days; ſome 3 Years, 
and 5 Months; and ſome 3 Years, 7 Months, 
and 6 Days, which you may find in the Authors 


quoted in the Margin, and yet no Man denies 


that Lucius was Pope. 

Again, do wenot read the ſame difference in the 
Reign of Sergius the IIId; ſome will have it be- 
gin in FF 905, others in tt 907, Sc. ſome write 
that he ſucceeded *** Benedithe IVth, others that 
he followed FFF Formoſus, others ttt Chriſtopher, 
&c. yet, whoever denied that there was ſuch a 
| We read that the Carcaſs of Formoſus * was 
taken up out of his Grave by one of his Succeſ- 
ſors, and brought into Judgment before a Council 
of Biſhops, and that it was deveſted of its Papal _ 

| X Robes, - 


® Platina in vita Lucii. + Anaſtaſius in vita Lucii. f Idem, 
ibid. “ Plat. & Onuph. loco citato. FF Mat. Weſt. Flores 
Hiſt. ad ann. 905. tf Polon. in Chron, ad an. 907. Herm. 
contractus circa an. 907. FF Luitprandi Cron. ttt Barron. 
Annal, * Baron, An. Tom, 10. ad an. $97. 
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| Robes; and clad with a Lay-man's Go nent, 


that it was indicted, arraigned, and cond nned: 

but among thoſe that report this, there ' a great 
diſagreement. For ſome ſay it was ta] n up b 

Sergius the IIId, ſome by Steven the \ th, ſome 
ſay it had two F ingers cut off, ſome t cee; ſome 
ay the Head was chopt off, and fo e deny it; 
ſome ſay the Trunk was thrown ir » Tyber, and 


ſome fay it had Lay-mans Buria! and yet who · 


of the Romaniſts will deny t! truth of this 


Story, by reaſon of theſe differ ves. Onuphrius 


denies it Point blank, ſayin Quæ de Formoſp 
cadavere ex Sepultura d ſucce 24s eruto dicuntur, 
proculdubio fabule magis . vero ſimilia ſunt, 

quod illorum qui de ea re 2 diverſitate & 
repugnautia facile liquet. report which goes 
concerning the digging up ormoſus s Body out of 
his Grave by ſomeè of his Succeſſors, are queſtion- 
leſs fabulous and not true, which is apparent by 
the diſagreement, and diſconveniencies which are 


to be found among them who write of it. Not- 


withſtanding the manifold differences in Circum- 
ſtauces, Baronius durſt not caſt it off, as Onu- 
pbrius. For he ingenuouſly confeſſeth, it was 


ſuch a villainous Prank, as was never plaid be. 


fore: * Inientatum baltenus ſcelus, and by reaſon 
of its barbarouſneſs incredible; pre fai immani. 
tate omnibus incredibile; yet he grants it true, and 
avows that they foully err, who deny what was 
done to the Carcaſs of Formoſus, looking on the 

report no better than a Fable. F Bellarmin faith 


true in this, that /zpiſſime accidit, ut conſtet de re 


& non conſtet de modo vel alia circumſtantia. It 
often * that Men are ſure ſuch a thing is 
done, 


* Annal. Th; 10. ad an. 897. Num. 3: 1 Lib. 2, de 


Rom. Point. cap 5. 
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done, when yet they are not ſure of the manner 
how it was done, or of ſome other like Circum- 
ſtance. The difference among Writers about 
Circumſtance doth not weaken any Man's Ar 
ment touching the Subſtance : if it do, I would 
have the Romaniſts for Shame blot out St Urſula, 
and her Fellow Holy-day out of their * Kalendar, 
and all the Prayers they make to them in their 
Primers, Porteſſes, and Breviaries ; for there was 
never greater diſagreement among the Relators of 
any Story, than among the Relators of that. 
Some ſay, that Urſula was the King of Scotland's 
Daughter; others ſay the King of Cornwall 
Daughter ; ſome fay her Father was called Mau- 
rus, others Dionetbus, or Dionatus, or Dionicus : 
the Huſband ſhe was to marry, ſome ſay, was 
King of Little Britain, and one calls him Athe- 
rius, another Holofernes, and a third Conanus. Now 
in her Company they fay there were only 11000 
Ladies and Gentlewomen, all Virgins, others ſay 
there were 60000 Country Maidens over and a- 
bove ; beſides, there were divers Biſhops, and 
Lords Temporal, who accompanied them; yea, 
Oriacus the Pope of Rome, like a good F eliow, 
and a Truſty Trojan, left his Papacy, and fol- 
lowed theſe Pilgrims, as ſome ſay, though others 
deny it. For ſome ſay they went in Pilgrimage 
to Rome, though others do not hold that proba- 
ble; ſome ſay they were martyred on the Sea- 
coaſt; ſome ſay before the Gates of Colen. Laſt- 
ly, ſome ſay that if any be Buried in St Urſula's 
Church, though they be, Infants newly batized, 
the Ground will caſt them up again; though 
others ſay that that a Tale of a Tub, and others 
fay it is as damn'd a Lie as &er was hatcht. 
* Ofber 21. | 
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But to proceed, our Adverſaries do ſay, that 
Athens was utterly deſtroyed at that time, when 
it was ſtoried Fohn Engliſh, afterwards Pope Joan 
travePd thither, as a Trickery Mate with her 
learned Companion, to ſtudy Arts and Sciences, 
I utterly deny it, for Paulus Amilius writes, 
that Gotefridus was made Duke of Athens, and 
Prince of Achaia, about the Year 1220, and 
afterwards that certain Pirates invading the Coun- 
try of Greece, ſlew the Duke of Athens, who was 


of the Houſe of Brennas, and took the City. In 


like manner we read in + Mat. Paris, that Jo- 


hannes de Baſinpſtocks, Arch-Deacon of Legria, 


who died in the Year 1252, ſtudied at Athens, 
and that there he learned many things unknown 
to the Weſtern Churches. Beſides Ænucas Syl. 
vus, Who lived ſince that, doth juſtify- that in 
his time Athens was not totally demoliſhed, but 
carried the ſhew of a pretty Town. For Civitas 
Athenienſis (quoth he) quondam nobiliſſima fuit, 
& c. eadem noſtro tempore parvi oppidi ſpeciem ge- 
rit. So that the Exception aforeſaid, doth no 
way prejudice the truth of this Story, | 

Having driven them from this poor Sconce, 
this ſlender ſhelter, I ſhall purſue them to ano- 
ther, which is grounded on what C. Bellarmin 
writes, That there were no Schools for learning at 


that time, neither in Athens, nor any part. of 
Grzcia, (faith he) + Conſtat eo tempore neque A- 


thenis neque uſquam alibi in Gracia fuiſſe ulla Gym- 
naſia literarum, This he endeavours to prove, 
firſt by Hyngſius, who lived a little after St BafiPs 
and Nazianzer's time, who * writ to his Brother 

| | that 


„Lib. 8. 7 In Hes. III. ad an. 1252. page 1112. 
t Lib. 3. de Rom, Pontif. cap. 24+ In Epiſt. ult. ad fræ- 
trem ſuum. ; * ; . 
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that Athens retained only the bare Name of an 
Univerſity. And. ſecondly, he makes uſe of 
Zonorus and Cedrenus to back the former, who 
record, that in the ſole Reign of Michael the Em- 
peror, about the Year 856, Bernardus Ceſar re- 
ſtored Learning, Cum uſque ad illud tempus per an- 
nos plurimos ita fuiſſent extinfta omnia ſtudis ſapi- 
entia in Græcia, ut ne veſtigium quidem ullem ex- 
taret. - 


And doth this import think you, that in H- 


nefius's his Opinion there was no Univerſity at 


Athens : 1 am of the Opinion that Snęſus meant 


thereby, that A/hens was an Univerſity, though ' 


nothing near ſo famous and flouriſhing as hereto- 


fore, queſtionleſs when * St Bernard writ, that 


Peter Abalard had nothing of a Monk, but the 
Name, and the Cowl, his meaning was not that 
Peter was no Monk, but a ſorry one, And I 
am the rather induced to underſtand the Words 
of Syngſius to be ſo; becauſe Athens in St Baſil's 
time (about 40 Years before. Syneſius) was 
held the Mother of Learning, and in regard 
thereof called Golden Athens by Greg. + Nazian- 


zen. For who could think in ſo fewYears, Learn- 


ing ſhould quite be quenched, and that fo famous 


an Univerſity ſhould in fo ſhort a time be utterly. 
decayed; but ſuppoſe there was no Univerſity in 
Athens in Syngſius's his time; what is that to prove 
there was no Univerſity in Pope Foar's time at 
Athens, which was four bun f Years after? 
That Univerſity might revive, and get new Life 


in ſo many Years, as it did; for two Years after 


teſte 


* Bernardi Epiſt. 193, + Baron. Annal. Tom. 3. ad an 
354. J In Monodia in Bal. Magui vitam. 
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teſte Baronio, adding farther, that the Study of 
Philoſophy was revived there in thoſe Days. 
Ass for Cedrenus, and Zonorus, Bellarmin wrongs 
them both in bringing them into witneſs, that 
there were. no Schools in any part of Grecia in 
Pope Foar's time. For they ſay no more, but 
that Learning was not regarded a long time be- 
fore Bardus Cæſar; they do not ſay that it was 
quite extinct, but almoſt : Philoſophia neglecta ja- 
cebat, ac probe omnino extincta erat, ut ne ſcintilla 
quidem ejus apparet, Bardus Cæſar added Life to 
it by erecting Schools for all the Liberal Sciences, and 
appointing publick Profeſſors, and giving them Sti- 

pends out of the Exchequer, as Cedrenus and Zono- 
ras do write; but certainly he raiſed it not up 
ſimply to Life; for had it been ſtark dead, how 
could he ſo ſuddainly have gotten Proteſſors to 
furniſh his Schools? We may read in Zonoras, 
that at the ſame time there was a matchleſs Philo- 
ſopher called Leo, who ſtudied at Conſtantinople, 
and had to his Scholars many ſkilfull Mathemati- 
cians. Moreover it cannot be denied, that about 
the Year 680, there was. kept a General Council 
at Conſtantinople, wherein there were many emi- 
nent Biſhops of Greece, and among the reſt the 
* Biſhop of Athens. There was another Council 
kept at Nice, and a hundred Years after, viz. 
about the 780, at which there were more Biſhops 
of Greece, than at the former. There was a 
third Council held at Conſtantinople, which did 
exceed in Number either of the former two, a- 
bout the Year-F 870; and how it is credible ſo 
many Councils conſiſting of many Biſhops ſhould 

; ; be 


® Conc: Conft. 6. Act. 17. + Bellar. lib. 1. de Conc; 
cap. 5. Þ Bellarm, loco citat. ä 
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be kept in Greece, and yet Greece utterly without 


Learning OB 
Now as theſe Abuſers of truth deny that there 


was any Learning at that time in Greece, ſo they 
| will not allow that there was any open Profeſſion 


of Learning in thoſe Days in Rome, becauſe they 
will gainſay the truth of Pope Foan's going 
thither, and that as ſhe profeſſed publickly all 


manner of Learning, whereby the greateſt Doc- 


tors there became her Scholars, ſo ſhe preached, 
and wonderfully ingaged the Ears and Hearts of 


her Auditors. - 


* Hiſtory makes appear, that Ina (one of our 


Saxon Kings) did build a School in Rome, a lit- 


tle before the Days of Pope Joan in the Year 


727, to this end, that the Kings of England, 
and their Children, the Biſhops, Prieſts, and the 
Teſt of the Clergy might repair thither to be in- 


ſtructed in the Catholick Faith, and afterwards 


return Home; which School flouriſhed in the 
Reign of King + Offa, which was in the Year 
793, and continued at leaſt till Afred's time. 


For we read, that Marinus, who was Pope in 


the Year 883, freed it from all Payments at the 


Requeſt of Alfred. Now is it likely that ſuch a 
School was built, and maintained for ſuch a pur- 
poſe, where no Learning was publickly profeſ- 
ſed? Moreover, we read of many other Schools 


kept in the ſame City, in the time of Steven the 


'VIth, in the Year 885. For all the Schools in 


Rome with alacrity concurred, and 


Steven the VIth to the Palace of Lateran, and 
Steven was troubled he had not wherewith to 


gratify them; thus faith Anaſtaſius in the 
N K : = 


Mat. Weſtmon. Flores Hiſt. ad an. 727, Þ Ibid. ad 
an, 794. | 8 a 
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this Pope; and is it reaſon to believe theſe Schools 
were without Maſters, Readers, and Profeſſors? 
But now it is time that which Cardinal Baro- 
nius thinks will knock on the Head and bury this 
Story in perpetual Oblivion ; and. that is thus ; 
faith he, F Leo the Lib lived to the Year 855, 
then Marianus Scotus, the firſt Promoter of this 
Story, told a manifeſt untruth, in reporting that 
this Joan was choſen Pope in the Year 883; for 
by bis Confeſſion ſhe ſucceeded Leo the IV/ih, but 
' Leo the Nb lived to the Year 855; Ergo Maria- 
nus Scotus hes, &c. Ano octingenteſimo quinqua- 
.geſmo tertio, Leo Papa, obiit Kalend, Auguſti ; 
 huic ſucceſſit Johanna Mulier annis duobus, menfi- 
bus quinque, diebus quatuor. In the Year 853, 
Leo the Pope died on the Kalends of 91 
and Joan. the Woman ſucceeded after him for 
the ſpace of two Years five Months and four 
Pays. f! on Ln 
- You may ſee the falacy of this Cardinal; for 
. theſe, are not Marianus's Words, for he ſets not 
down the Year preciſely, but in Numeral Figures 
In the Margin. * And it is plain by conference 
of Years, that he meant to note out the 855 for 
her Entrance, and not the 833. For Benedibt 
the IIId who ſucceeded her, entred not by his 
Account till the Year 837; now if ſhe. had en- 
tred in 853, ſhe had been Pope four Years, or 


there abouts; whereas he plainly notes, that ſhe . 


was Pope but two Years, five Months, and four 
Days. Secondly, it is plain by Marianus Scotus, 
that Sergius the IId began his N in the 
Tear 844, and fat three Years ; and it is as plain, 
chat Leo the IVth, next Succeſſor to Sergius, be- 
| „ 1 

Conſult Marianus's Chronicle, and you will be through - 

I fatiefyeds g on 
- | 
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gan his in the Year 847, and fat eight Vears; 
now add theſe three odd Sums to 840; and the 
Product will be 855, ſo that whoever ſucceeded 
Leo the IVth, muſt begin in the Year 855, and 
that was Joan the Woman Tope in Marianus's 
Opinion, 

* Plorimondus would 1 us believe, that 
the Moon is made of à Green Cheefe; for, (lays 
he) we read nothing in Hiſtory of her reforming 
the Church, of her determining & Eaules and 
Queſtions uſually propoſed by Biſhops rþthem 


that are Popes; of any Intercourſe or Affairs 


that ſhe had with King or Emperor ; wherefore 
certainly, had there been any ſuch Joan a Pope, 
her Actions, as well as her bare Name would 

have been regiſtred by Hiſtorians. 

He might as well queſtion, whether there ever 
was an Auaſtaſus the IIId, who Hat two Years 
and upwards, 'and yet no Hiſtorian tells what he 
did in that Affair; only F Platina writes, he act- 
ed nothing worth Commemoration. We read of 
no great matter done by Leo the VIIth, who ſat 
three Years, fix Months, and was as very a 
Drone as the other, for any thing we read; he 
neither reformed the Church, nor reſolved an 
Biſhop his Doubts, nor intermeddled with the Af- 
fairs of Princes; and whereas the Author afore- 
ſaid may pretend, that in that Age wherein Pope 
Joan lived, there was great Controverſies be- 
tween the Eaſt and Weſtern Church, that in it 
many Princes and Emperors reigned, who were 
as much ſignalized for their Virtue, as royal 
Dignity 3 that in it many Men of great Learning 
| Arved, and therefore if there had been any ſuch 


K 2 | Monſter . 


* Flor. it c. 25. nu. 3. Þ+ Plating in vita Anoftafi 3. 
nil memoriadignum gellum eſt, 2 
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Monſter then, they could not have paſt her by 
in lence, No more they did, as I have already 

proved, neither was there more Variety of mat- 
ter fell out in that Age, than ordinary; though 
ſome would have us believe, that between the 
| Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, there was a great 

_ Controverſy, and Contention about Images, and 
that many Councils were held, c. This is a 
poſitive untruth; for all Stories teſtify, that the 

ference between thoſe two Churches about 
Images, began in the former Ages; and that 
though they continued ſome few Years after the 
Year 800, yet there was no talk of that matter 
for divers Years before Pope Foarn's Days. And 
as for the learned Men of that age, Baronius 
gives an account of them; Qui ſciret tantum 

Grammaticam iſto ſeculo rudi, Dofiiſimus habeba- 

tur.“ Theſe went for learned Men in that age, 
Who were but bare Grammarians; and therefore 

were there never ſo many, Pope Foar's Acts 
might paſs unwritten, 

If any conjecture that this Pope Joan did 
never Inaugure and Crown Dukes, Princes, Kings, 
or Emperor's I may anſwer, did every Pope In- 
augure and Crown them, and though our Anta- 
| {mag ſay, that in that age the Emperors them- 
elves had ſuch a reverend "Eſteem of the Roman 
Popes, that they would not undertake the Rule 
and Government of their People, except they 
gave them their Conſent and Crowned them; and 
for Proof of this they alledge, that Aurian the firit 
baptized two Sons of Charles the Great, and after 
that anointed them Kings, 


. 
? Baron, Annal. Tom. 9. ad ap. 902. Num: 12. 
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| This is eaſily anſwered, for this happened in 
the Year 781, as * Baronius obſerves, and a. 
in that age wherein Pope Joan lived. It is n 


to be imagin'd that. every Pope in that age inau- | 


gured ſome Dukes, Princes, Kings or Emperors ; 
for we do not find that Eugenius the IId in the 
Year 824; Valentinus in 827; Gregory the IVth 
who ſucceeded him; Sergius the IId in 844, or 
Leo the IVth, who fate in the Year 847, Inau- 
gured or Crowned any of them, but this Pope 
| laſt mentioned, who anointed Afred the youngeſt 
Son of Atbelwulfus, King of England, which 
aſſiſted him not, nor further*d him tothe attaining 
of the Kingdom; for till the Death of his three 
Elder Brethren, notwithſtanding the Pope's a- 
nointing, he lived like a Subject, not like a 
King; wherefore though Pope Joan Inaugured or 
Crowned no ſuch Perſons, it muſt not thereupon 
be concluded, there was no Pope Joan. But 


this we read, that contulit ſacros ordines, promovit 


Epiſcopos, miniſtravit Sacramenta, ceteraque Ro. 
manorum Pontificum exercuit munera ; ſhe gave 
Orders, ſhe made Biſhops, ſhe adminiſtred the 
Sacraments, and performed all other Offices be- 
longing to the Papacy ; this Truth is teftifyed 


not only by Jahn Bale, but by ' Cornelius Agrip- 
pa, a Man highly commended by 1 Leo the Xth, 


and in a Book of his Solemnly priviledged by 
Charles the Vth, „ 5 

And let me not forget to anſwer one grand 
Objection more, which the Papiſts alledge againſt 
the truth of this Story; Ratio ineluctabilis, faith 
i Genebrard 
® Baron. Annal. Tom. g. ad an. Num. 2. Þ+ De vanitate 


Bcient. cap, 62, de ſectis Monaſticis, f Lib. 1, Epiſtol, 
Epiſt. 38, EE | 
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Genebrard in his Chronology, and this is it. 
About a hundred and ſeventy Years after this 


invented fabulous Election of Pope Joan, in the 
Fear of our Lord 1020, the Church, and the 


Patriarch of Conſtantinople, being in ſome Cons 


tention with Rome, Leo the IXth wrote a Letter 
to Michael the Patriarch of Conſtantinople, re- 
prehending certain Abuſes of that Church, and 
among others, that they were ſaid to have pro- 


moted Eunuchs to Prieſthood, and thereby alſo 
a greater Inconvenience fallen out, that a Wo- 
man had craftily crept in to be a Patriarch. Now 
no doubt (ſay they) Leo would never have durſt 
to write thus, if the Patriarch might have re- 
turned the matter back upon him again; and 
faid, this was but a ſlanderous report, falſly raiſed 


: againſt the Church of - Conſtantinople, but that a 
Woman indeed had * promoted 1 in the Ro. 


man Church. 
This Argument 15 very weak in my Jul - 


ane: for any to preſume in this, that * Any. 


never objeft that againſs Conſtantinople, whereof 
Rome it ſelf might be convinced ; 3 to prove this 


no unanſwerable Argument, it is uſual for the 


Papiſts to object that againſt others, whereof 
they themſelves ſtand moſt guilty z and with the 
Proverb, cry Whore firſt, How do they ex- 
claim againſt the Clergy of England for want of 
Continency? and yet is it not well known, how 


their Prieſts and Monks, like + fed Horſes, have 


neighed after their Neighbours Wives, and their 
| Nuns have opened their Feet (to uſe the + Prot 
phets Phraſe when he ſpeaketh of ſuch like Light- 
{kirts) to every one that paſſed by, and have 


multiplied 


Fee 9 Epil. ad Michael. Epiſc.- Conflantinops cap. 23. 


1 Jerem. 5. 8. f Execb. 16. 25. 
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Fan ied their Whoredoms; Taces de fornica- 
tionibus, & adulteriis a quibus qui alieni ſunt, pros 
| bra cæteris ac ladibrio efſe ſalent Spadoneſque, aus 
Sodomitæ appellantur, faith * Nich. Clemangis, 


ſpeaking, of the Romiſh Prieſts. I ſay nothing 


of your Prieſts Fornications and Adulteries, 
from which Crimes, if any Man be free, he is 
made a laughing Stock. to the reſt, and either 
called an Eunuch or a Sadomite. ; 
Laici uſque. adeo perſuaſum habent nullos cælibes 
ues ut in pleriſque parochiis non aliter velint Preſty- 
arim tolerare, niſi Concubinam babeat ; quo vel fic 
ſuis fit conjultum uxoribus, que ne fic quidem uſque- 
quaque ſunt extra periculum, faith the fame Man, 
The N are ſo convinced of the Inconti- 
nence of all Prieſts, that, willingly they would 
not admit of a Pariſh: Prieſt, unleſs he have a 
Whore of his own, that ſo they might preſerve 
the Chaſtity of their own Wives, and yet fall 
hort of their Expectations, by reaſon of the 
Lechery of tlie Pries. 5 


16, ac. Monachis, & converſis, & in Monaſteriis 
ures parturiunt filios, & filias quos ab iiſdem Præ- 
latis Monachis & Convenſis fornicarie, ſeu ex inceſ- 


zuoſo coitu conceperunt, faith Theodoricus de Niem, 
Secretary to Pope Urban the VIth, thus proceed- 


ing, & quod miſerandum eft nonnullæ ex hujuſmods 
Abbnialbu aliquos fatus earum mortificant, infantes 
in licem editos trucidant, &c. Nuns committed 
Fornication with Biſhops, Monks, and Converts, 


and are delivered of Sons and Daughters within 


their Monaſteries, which were got by thoſe Per- 
ſons Fornicator-like, if not inceſtuouſly ; and 
7 5 which 
De Profilbus Sings i BibliotheeaPatrum, Par 
1576, P. 655. | 


. \”  Fornicantur complures Manialium cum ſuis Pres 
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after he had ſaid Maſs, ip/o facko. 
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which is moſt to be lamented, very many of theſe 
Nuns by internal receptions deſtroy the Fruit of 
their Womb, and many kill them after they are 


* 9uid obſecro aliud ſunt hoc tempore puellarum - 
Monaſteria, niſi quedam Veneris execranda proftibu. 
la & laſcivorum, & impudicorum juvenum ad libidi. 
nes explendas receptacula? ut idem fit hodie puellam 
velare, quod & publice ad ſcortandum exponere? 
What are Nunneries I pray now, but curſed Stems, 
and Meeting-places for wanton and ſhameleſs 
Youth to ſatisfy their Luſts in? So that now it 
is all one to make a Wench a Nun, and io make 
her a U.. | 3 

+ Fobannes Cremenſis, a Romiſh Cardinal, held 
a Council at London in the Year 1123, wherein 
he inveighed bitterly againſt ſuch Prieſts as kept 
Concubines, ſaying, ſammum ſcelus efſe a latere 
meretricis ad corpus Chriſti conficiendum ſurgere; it; 
was a damnable Sin for a Prieſt to ariſe from the 
ſide of a Whore, and go and Adminiſter the 


Body of Chriſt; yet he himſelf loved a Whore! 


with all his Heart; for we read in our Engliſo. 
Stories, ipſe cum ædem die Corpus Chriſti confeciſſet 
& cum meretrice poſt- veſperam interceptus eft ; he 
himſelf was taken with a Whore the ſame Night 


Again, they condemn us of Ignorance, ſay- 


ing, we dare not diſpute with them in matter of 


Religion, and if any of us are fo confident, we 
are eaſily baffled, being not able to produce fa 
many Arguments in our own Defence as our 


2 Adverſaties do for us, applauding themſelves, 


and 


“ Clemangis de corrupto Ecdef. ſtatu. + He. Hunting- 
den, Hiſt. Lib. 7. ad ann. 1125. Roger Hoveden Annal. pars 
prior in Hey, 1. 1126. Þ Briſtow Motive. 3. 
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and debafing us, and yet it is eaſy to prove that 
their Prielis and Monks are generally like the 


threeſcore thouſand * Ninivites, who had not ſo 
much Wit as to diſcern between their left Hand 


and their right. 

Videas admitti in Sacerdotium cæteroſque ſacros 
erdines homines idiotas & illiteratos, &c, faith 
Clemangis, ipeaking of the Ignorance of the Ro- 
miſh Clergy, thou mayſt ſee ignorant and illite- 
rate Perſons advanced to the Prieſt-hood and 
other Holy Orders, which can hardly read; and 


_ farther complains, how many are there now a. 
days preferred to Biſhopricks, who ſo much as 


curſorily have neither read, or heard, or learned 


the holy Scriptures; and faith + Duarenus, _  - 
ſeculo Epiſcopatus & Sacerdotia indoctiſſimis homini- 


bus, & a religione alienis deferri ſolent — hodie 


Eßiſcopi noſtri (paucis exceptis) ſacrarum literarum 


ſcientia ceteris ex populo longe inferiores ſunt. In 
this age Biſhopricks and Parſonages arc beſtowed 
on moſt unlearned and irreligious Men, c. and 
faith, t Afneas Sylvius, pudeat Italiæ ſacerdotes, 
quos ne ſemel quidem legiſſe conſtat novam Legem. It 


is a ſhame to [tahy that her Prieſts never read over 


the New Teſtament ; and as another ſays, Eccle. 


frarum regimina minus dignis (Rome videlicet) com- 
- mittuntur qui ad Malos.magis quam homines paſcen. 


dos & regendos eſſent idonei, that the Government 


of the Churches, even at Rome, is committed to 
unworthy Perſons, who are fitter to look to the 
keeping of Mules than Men. | 85 


* Clemangis ſpeaking of the Roman Worthies, 


faith, Siquis deſidioſus eſt, fiquis 4 labore abhorrens 


quis 


Fa, 4. 11. + De Sac, eceleſ. Miniſt. Benef. lib. 1+ 
cap. 11, f Comment. de dictis & fact. Alfonſ. Regis lib. 2, 


Apopthegm. 17. De corrupto Eccleſ. ſtatu. 


| 
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quis in otio luxuriari volens ad ſacerdotium convo- 
lat: quo adepto, ſe ſtatim ceteris ſacerdotibus ad- 
jungit, qui magis ſecundum Epicurum, quam ſecun- 
dum Chriſtum viventes & cauponulas ſeduli frequen- 
tantes, potando commeſſando, pranſitando convivando 
cum teſſaris & pilo ludendo tempora tota conſumunt, 
&c. If there be any lazſy Fellow, one thatwill 
not work, but indulge his Senſes, he is reſtleſs till 
he is be-prieſted, and when he is made one, and 
hath gotten a Benefice, he conſorts with his fel- 
low Prieſts as ſenſual as himſelf, and then he and 
they live more like Epicures than Chriſtians ; 
Drinking, Eating, Reveling, Playing, Damning, 
and being tippled, Swear and Fight, whilſt 
others as they come reaking hot from filthy car- 
nal Satisfactions, addreſs themſelves to the Holy 
Altar. | | 8 
Aſciſcuntur nunc (faith * Platina) non modo ſervi 
vulgo concepti as nati verum etiam flagitioſo quo- 
que geniti. Now a days not only Servants and 
vulgar Perſons are admitted to be of the Clergy, 
but every vile Fellow, and the Brats of ſuch like 
Perſons. . | 
Ard faith Lindan, ex Aulicis perditiſſimus & 
quod omni atate fuit poſt Chriſti annorum memoriam 
inauditam ex militibus deploratiſſimis tiſq; ſanguina- 
riis Dei loco ad Eccleſiæ collocantur ; imo repente in- 
truduntur gubernacula quid quod puerilis & adoleſcen- 
. tulis creduniur bæc traftanda, The worſt of 
_ Courtiers forlorn and bloody Soldiers (a thing 
never heard of before among Chriſtians) are all 
on a ſuddain thruſt in upon the Church to ma- 
nage it in God's ſtead, yea, Boys and Youngſters 
are made Biſhops and Prelates in the Church. 


8 
2 In vita Sozimi. + Panopliz lib. 4 cap. 77. Þ. 405. 
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As the Papiſts tax us with Ignorance, ſo they 
do with Falſehood, of which they themſelves are 
moſt guilty. For Inſtance, * Agatho a Pope a- 
voucheth, that the Roman Church never ſwerved 
from the Tradition of the Apoſtles, that ſhe 
never gave Ear to Novelties, that the Pope's Pre- 
deceſſors had ever boldly ſtrengthened their Bre- 
thren according to Chriſt's Commandment to 
Peter; for Proof hereof, he appeals to all the 
World. In like manner F Pope Nzcbolas boaſts, 
that none of the Popes was ever ſuſpected to have 


held an Error ; and Victor was ſuppoſed to have 


held, that Chriſt was pure Man and not God, 
which is atteſted by f Euſebius: Zepherinus was 
ſuſpected of Montaniſm, ſo ſaith * Tertullian: 
Marcellinus ſacrificed to Idols according to + Da- 
maſus, his Report, and acknowledged by Bellar- 
min, though denied in part by Baronius: Liberi- 
us ſubſcribed to Arian's Hereſy, fo ſays Atba- 
naſius, Ferome and Sozomen; and to be ſhort, 
that Honorius the Iſt was a Monothelite, and for 


that condemned by Name in the ſixth and ſeventh 


general Councils. From hence I gather, that 
Pope Azatho was not infallible in his Judgment, 
neither am I apt to believe that the Sons of that 
Church are leſs fallible. It is not their bare fay- 
ing that this is ſo and that not fo, but the Proof 


they produce muſt be conſidered according to 


_ validity, 


And now the Papiſts, not knowing hardly 


what to ſay for themſelves, ſuggeſt this, + that 
though Men at that time had been ſo far bewitch- 


* In Epiſtola 1. ad Imperatorem. In Epiſtola 1. ad 
Michaeiem. I Hiſt, Eccl. lib. 3. cap. 28. * Contra F raxe- 
am. + In Pontificali in vita Marcelli. f Onuph. Annotat, 
in Plat. in vita Joban. 8. Harding in his Anſwer to By. 
Jewel 's Apology. | | 
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ed or mope- ey d, as not to diſtinguiſh a Man 
from a Woman, yet God himſelf, who appointed 
and ordained the Seat of Peter to be the rule and 


direction of the whole Church, ſhould never have 


departed fo far from his merciful Providence, as 
to ſuffer the ſame to be poluted by a Woman in- 


capacitated for holy Orders, and a Puttana Er- 


#ante to boot. 
I would willingly underſtand why might not 


the Almighty ſufier that Church to be polluted by. 
a Woman, as by ſo many Monſters and Beaſts of 


Men, as ſeveral Pontificial Writers have diſcover- 


ed, who ingenuouſly, rather than they would pre- 
jvdice, have confeſſed the wild Actions of their 
Brethren to their everlaſting Shame and Infamy. 
Why. might. ſhe not fit there as well as“ Sabini- 


an, whom though a Pope, I muſt call by reaſon 
of his exorbitant wicked Life; I cannot call that 
Miſcreant by a name bad encugh, and as he lived 


fir fully, he died fearfully. Why might ſhe not 
ſit there as well as Sephen the VIth, who digged 
up the Carcaſs of Pope For moſus his Predeceſſor, 


5*˙0 


and, as if living, had it arraign'd before a Coun- 
cil of B ſhops, and condemned, Cc. as I have 
before recited. Why might ſhe not ſit there as 
well as ＋ Boniface the VIIth, who robbed St 


Peter's Church, and fied for a time to Conſtantino- 


ple, who afterwards by Simony, and the Murther 


of two Popes, got into the Papacy, who in Miſ- 
chief, excelled all the Ruffins and Banditties of 
his time. for Cruelty, and for the ruin of his 
Country Hlla and Cataline come ſhort of him: 


Thus much + Baronius confeſſeth, and at length 
as he lived like A Brute, ſo he died like a Beait ; 


| theſe 
" Faſcical. Temp. 1 an. 614. Plat, i in vita _ | 


I Annal. Tom. 10. ad annum 985. num. 1. 
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res atque patriæ proditores Syllas & Catalinas bo- 
rumque ft miles \quos 


F4 ur pi a nece auorum 


ſhe not ſit/tnere as w 11 as Sylveſter the IId, chat 
famous Cpnjurer, who gave himſelf both Body 


and Soul / to the Devil, that he might get the 


Popedom, and whilſt\ living was hurried away 
whither ho Mortal ever yet could tell. Platina, in 


the Livesof the Popes, writes thus of him, that am- 
bitione & diabolica dominandi cupiditate Net g 


largitione een ee l. ſcopatum Rhem 
ſem inde Ravennatem adeptus Pontificatum, poſiremo 


| 7ajore conatu adjuvante Diabolo conſequn tus eft hac 
tamen lege ut poſt mortem totus illius efet cujus frau- 


dibus tantem dignitate adeptus erat: Sylveſter the IId, 


deing damnable Ambitious, got firſt by Bribery 
the Arch-biſhop of Rhemes, than that of Raven- 
na, and after that by the Devil's help, the Biſno- 
prick of Rome, yet upon this Condition, that 
when he died he ſhould be wholly his, by whoſe, 
means he had attained ſuch Dignity : Sigibert con- 


feſſeth in a manner the ſame thing, for he faith, 


non per oftium itrare crediture, he got the Pope- . 
dom by indirect Courſe, for a quibuſdam Negro- 
mantie arguitar, he was ſuſpected of Negroman- 


cy 3 the'like is affirmed by Cardinal * Benno, by 
+ Martinus Polonus, by Stella a Venetian, by s 
Philippus Bergomenſis, by + Ranulfus Ceſtrenſis, 


by Matibæus Weſtmonaſterienſis, by Faſciculus 


of FRI by Charanza, and by Zneas Sylvius. 
5 8 


De vita & geſtis Hildebrandi. | + In 8 ad an. 
1007. De vitis Pontif. in Sylosſt. 2. * Supplement. 


rn ad a 997. 7 ln lib. 6. cap. ' "0G 
* 5 
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theſe are his Words, Bonifacius VII, annumeran- 
dus inter Famoſos latrones & potentiſſimos graſſato- 


William | 


ir 
* 


well as + Boniface the VIIIth, who when accord- 
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- William of Malmſbury, having related the fame 
Story in effect with the above-named Writers, 
ſappoſeth that ſome might reply, this is but a 
made Tale, Sed hæc vulgata fitta crederet, aliquis 


eo quod ſolet Populus literatorum famam lædere di- 


cens illum, loqui cum Dæmone quem in aligus viderint 
excellentem opere; becauſe the common People 


are wont to ſay, that Scholars, who are ſingular 
or excellent in any thing, are cunning Men, or 


deal with the Devil; yet he concludes, that he 
believes it for Truth, for mb; vero fidem facit de 
iſcius ſacrilegio inaudita mortis excogitatio, * faith 
he, I am verily perſwaded Sylveſter was ſuch a 
Villain, becauſe of the ſtrangeneſs of his Death, 
Nam cur ſe moriens excarnificaret iþſe ſui corporis 
horrendus Laniſta nifii novi ſceleris conſcius eſſct? 
For why ſhould the butcherly Fellow have torn 
his own Fleſh as he did, but that he was guilty of 
ſome ſtrange Sin. 1 

- To proceed, why might not Pope Joan fit in 


the Papal Chair as well as Benedict the IXth that 
ugly Monſter, as Plalina calls him, Teterrimum 


Monſtrum, who got the Popedom when he was 
twelve Years old, | who when he was caſt out 
for his unworthineſs by ſtrong Hand, got it again 


within few Days after, and tor fear he could not 


keep it long, fold it to another for Money ; who 
after his Death appeared partly like an Aſs, part- 
ly like a Bear, confeſſing that he carried ſuch a 
Shape, becauſe he lived ſo much like a Beaſt in 
his life. . . 

Why might ſhe not fit in St Peter's Chair as 


ing 


Lib. 2. de geſtis Rerum Aug. cap. 10. fol. 36. + Sigo· 
nius de Regno Italiæ, lib. 8. ad annum 1048, 7 Pet. Cris 
nitus de honeſta diſcip. lib. 8. cap. 13. ; 
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ing to Cuſtom on Ab. Wedneſday, when he ſhould 


have laid Aſtes upon an Arch-biſhop's Head, and 
rehgiouſly told him, that he was but Aſhes, and * 
ſhould return to Aſhes, he caſt them in the Arch- 
biſhop's Face and Fyes, maliciouſly telling him, 
that he was a Gibelline, and that he ſhould die 
with the Gibellines; of whom Czleftines his Prede- - 
eller, a Man Kühen as they ſay for Miracles, 

* profeſſed that as he entred like a Fox, he ſhould 
reign like a Lyon, and die like a Dog, which 
fell out accordingly. 


> Why might ſhe not ſit there as ; well as Gregory 
+ the VIIth, commonly known by the name of 


Hildebrand, who ſet the F Church and,Comman- 

wealth on Fire; who hired a Villain to tumble 
down great Stones from the Battlements of a 
Church upon the Emperor's Hiead, to ſqueeze 
him to Pieces, whilſt he was at Prayers, as Car- 
dinal Benno reports; who caſt the Sacrament into 


the Fire; who uſually carried about him a Con- 
| juring-book who ſoundly baſted his Predeceſſor 
Alexander; who wreſted the Scriptures to cover 


his { endock 1 ; f who at his death conſeſſed, that 
the Devil ſet him on work to * God to 


Wrath againſt the World. 


Why might ſhe not fit there as well as John 
the XXIIId, (Onuph. Appendix 24) who was 
fitter for a Camp than for the Church; for Pro- 
faneneſs, than for Piety ; as knowing no Faith, 
no Religion at all; who openly profeſſed chat 
chere was no life after this, ( poſt mortem nulla 
volupias) but that it was with Men as with Beaſts ; 

who, 


Aſcendiſti ut vulpus, regnabis ut Leo. morieris ut Cinis, 
& ita ſane contigit, Tho. WValſingbam in Edu 1. + Abbas 
Uſpergentis in Chron. ad an, 1080 I Florentinus Vięorni- 


enſis in Chron, page * Mat. Paris in Gull. Conqueſt. 


An. 1086. 


— 


— 
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who, in a word, lived ſo ſcandalouſiy, that he 
was commonly called the Devil Incarnate. 

Why might ſhe not fit there as well as John 
the Xllth, * who made 'Deacons in a Stable; 
who mide a Boy of ten Years old a Biſhop; 
who made the Lateran a common Bawdy-houſe ; ; 
who drank to the Devil; who, when he was at 
Prayers, invoked Jupiter and Venus, and other 
Idolatrous Gods of the Heathens; who at length 
was ſlain even by the Devil himſelf, whilſt he was 
committing Adultery, as I faid before, If it 
cannot be denied that God hath ſuffered theſe and 
as many as wicked as any of theſe (except the laſt 
recited) to ſeat themſelves in St Peter's Chair, we 
need not wonder with + Antonius, at the Story 
of Pope Joan, and fay, Oh the depth of the 
Wiidom of God, how incredible are his Judg- 
ments, Sc. 

And now let me aſk any Romaniſt this Queſ- 
tion ; how ſhould this Tale of Pope Joan ariſe 
if there had not been ſuch a Pope: Was there 
ever ſuch a Smoak and no Fire; ſuch a Report 
and no Probability: To this ſome Romaniſts do 
ſay, that great Lies do always ariſe out of ſome 


Truth: Omnia infienia mendacia ab aliqua veritate 


originem habent, ſaith Onuphrius in his Notes on 
Platina in the Life of Pope Joan, and fo did 
chis, confeſſing that an the XIIth was a 
Whore-maſter, and among other of his Bona 
Roba's, or Wenches that he kept, there was one 
called Joan, who was all in all with him, and 
ruled the roaſt. Now the People perceiving what 
Intereſt ſhe had in, and Power over him, contemn- 
ing him, Save her the Appellation of Pope. 

Whereupon 


> Luitprand. Hiſt, de Europ. Seelen, lb 6. cap. 7» 3, : 
& 10. f Part 2. Tit. 16. cap. 1. Sect. 7. 
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Whereupon the Churches Enemies took occaſion 


to ſlander the Church, as though the Church had 


| (indeed) a Woman Pope. And this ® Onupbri- 
us proves out of Luitprandus Ticinenſis, a Writer 
of that Age, who affirms, that Jobn the XIIth 
had three famous Strapping Whores, of whom 
the handſomeft, and conſequently the beſt be- 
loved, was called Joan. In anſwer hereunto, I 
read in ＋ Luitprandus, in the Place cited by 
Onupbrius, that Fohn the XIIth kept one emi- 
nent Whore whom he called Raynera, whom he 


made Governor of many Cities, and on whom 
he beſtowed many Golden Croſſes, and Chalices 


belonging to St Peter ; and relates further, that 
he kept another called Stephana, and that he De- 
bauched and vitiated married Wives, Widows, 


and Maidens, who came to viſit the Apoſtolical 
Churches, and withal writes, that he kept a third 


called Anna, who was a Widow, and not ſo, but 
kept her Neice to boot; making the Palace Late- 


ran no better than a Bawdy-houſe, but he no 
where mentions any Joan, on whom that conti- 


nent and worthy Head of the Romiſh Church 
FJobn the XIIth doted. Onuphrius, I ſuppoſe, 
wanting Spectacles miſtook Joanna for Anna. 
But fay ſome, Jobn the IXth was made Biſnop 
of Bonony, then of Ravena, and at laſt Pope of 
Rome, by the means of one Theodora a very fa- 
mous Whore, who in thoſe Days at Rome, over- 
ruled all Affairs Eceleſiaſtical or Political. Now. 
it being generally obſerved how prevalent this 
Theodora was with this John, and how much a 


Slave he was to all her Humours and Commands, 


he was concluded to have deſerved rather the 


Name of a Woman than a Man, and therefore 


M called 


Loco ſupra eitato. Lib. 2. cap. 6 & 7. 


8 
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called him Joan, not Jobn; and upon this ac- 
count aroſe the Report of Pope Joan; and to 
back this Aſſertion, Aventinus a German is pro- 
. duced ; but Genebrard, who is a. profeſt rigid 
Papiſt, differs in Opinion; faith he, Aventi- 
nus lib. 4. Annal. fabullam e aſſerit a Theodora 
nobili ſcorto autam; ego verd a recentioribus adula- 
ere in Romanæ ſedis odium; that is, Aventinus 
oldeth that this Tale aroſe by reaſon of a noble 
Whore called Theodora; but think ſome later 
ſycophantiſing Paraſyts of the Emperor, invented 
this Story to diſcredit the Papal ſeat: I know 
not but that Genebrard may be as Authentick as 
Aventinus, fince he ſpent T ten whole Years upon 
his Chronicle. 1 
Beſides, ſuppoſe we allow that John who was 
firſt Biſhop of Bonony, then of Ravenna, and 


laftly of Rome, came to thoſe Biſhopricks by the ? 


means of Theodora a famous Whore; in ref; 
whereof, Cardinal Baronius queſtions whether he 
was a Pope or not, and terms him ſometimes 
+ P/eudopontifex, and Anti-papa, a falſe Pope, and 
Anti-pope, * ſometimes intruſor & detentor An- 
juſtus Apoſtolice ſedis; an Intruder and an Uſur- 
per of the Apoſtolical Chair; yet I deny that 
this was Jon the IX th, but John the Xth: John 
the IX took no indirect Courſes to gain the Pa- 
pacy. but lawfully and honeſtly, and died natural- 
ly, as the faid F Cardinal reports: but ſo did 
not this; 1 This confirmed a Child under five 
Years of agein the Arch-biſhoprick of Rhemes, at 
which Fact Baronius ſtands amazed, and could not 
ſorbear ſaying, that this * zarpior nullus cujus ficut 
EE ingreſſus 
„Annal. I. 4. + Præfatio Chronog. ad Pontacum. f An 
n . „d an 912. num. 12. * Ad annum 928. num. 2. f An 


nal. Tom. 10. ad aunum 9501. num. 1. | Frcdoud Hit. 
RK. cim. lid. 4. cap. 19. Annal. num. 11 
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ingreſſus in C athedram Petri infamiſſmus, ita & ex- 
itus nefandiſſimus : there was never a filthier Fel- 
low than this. This entred with Infamy and 
died fearfully; this was ſtifled with a Pillow by 
he rocurement of one as famous for Whoredom 

eodora who preſerved him. | 

- ſuppoſe he was Fohn the IXth, if his 
looſe Carriage with Theodora gave occaſion of the 
Report of a Woman Pope, why was it not re- 
corded, as happening in his time, but above 
forty Years before his time; Jobn the IXth was 
conſtituted Pope in the Year 901, yet this Story 
is recorded as happening about the Year 854, to 
this the Romaniſts reply, that this came to paſs 
by the ſubtlety of the Reporters, for ſay they, 
about the Lear 800, the Empreis, who in a man- 


\ner ruled all the World, was called Theodora. 


ow theſe irifling Tale-tellers (to uſe their own 
Words) hearing of a Pope Joan in Theodora's 
time, chopt it into the time of Theodora the Em- 
preſs, who lived abaut thirty Years before Theo- 
dora the Harlot. | 
I do think this rather argues ſimplicity than 
ſubtlety in the Reporters; for Cui bono, whether 
it happened in the one or the other TBecdhraꝰs 
time? But it carries no Colour of Truth with it; 
for Theodora the Empreſs never carried any Sway in 
Kome at all. At Conſtantinople for a while, in the 
time of her Sons minority, the had great Power; 
F but in Pope Joan's time ſhe was turned out of 
Office or deveſted of that Power ſhe had aſſumed 
in Conftantinople, nay, ſhe- was depoſed of her 
Regency, and. thruſt into a Monaitery where ſhe 
was detained till the — of her Liſe. 
1 


Fl imond. cap. 30. num. 8. f B.ron, annal Tom. 10. 
ad an. 835. 
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+ 
p el "EY fince this Fallacy will ſtand them in no 


ſtead, they imagine this Tale, as they call it, a- 
roſe from John the VIIIth, for Fobn the VIIIch, 


ny they, behaved himſelf not like a Man to Pho- 


wo Patriarch of Conſtantinople, but ſhEepiſhly and 
like a Woman; for he received Photius into Com- 
munion, who was excommunicated by his Prede- 
ceſſors. Jobn the VIIIth ſuffered himſelf to be 
overcome by half a Man, whereupon, in reproach 

he was called, not Papa ſed Papiſſa, and this they 


father on N of which he writes in his An- 


nals; but how juſtly let any judge, ſince he is 
one of thoſe who affirm that the Rumour of the 
Church of Conſtantinople overſight, in ſuffering a 
Woman to creep in to be Patriarch, occaſioned 
this Tale againit Rome, according to his own 
Words, Que ita erant fama vulgata de Eccleſia 
Conſtantinop. conver ſa in Romana Eccleſia a ſchiſmas 
tibus eam ocio prof. quentibus, & calumniis proſcin- 
dentibus quis non intelligat, faith Baronius in his 
Annals, who is ſo ignorant, that underſtands not 
that what was reported of Conſtantinople, the ſame 
was turned by Schiſmatick as ſpoken againſt Rome. 

With what Honeſty: can he affirm both, fince 
6 he acknowledgeth if there had been but ſome 
flying Tale of any ſuch Accident at Rome in for- 


mer Days, Pope Leo ſhould firſt have cleared it 


before he had charged the Church of Conſtantino- 
ple with the like, And was there not ſuch a fly- 
ing Report of a Woman Pope before Leo the 
IXth time, in Baronius time? How then did 
Jobn the VIII th occaſion ſuch a Report who lived 

a Hundred and forty Yeazs before Leo. 
Many more Objections I could here inſert, and 
_—_—_ but that I think I have produced enough | 
already 


Annal. "ER 10. ad annum 1 num. 66. 
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already to convince any Man unbiaſſed, * the 
Reality and the Truth of this Story, that there 


was a Pope Joan. But ſuppoſe this Story to be 
true, what Prejudice is this to the Church of 


Rome? Yes, very much, for if ſhe was Pope, 
then it will neceſſarily follow, that the Roman 


Church once hopt Headleſs; for the Church 
according to * Bellarmin, is defined to be a 
Company of Chriſtian-men profeſſing one Faith, 


under one Head, to wit, the Pope ; but the, 


however ſhe carried the name of Pope, was no 
Pope; F for a Woman is not capable of Holy 
Orders: wherefore a Woman cannot play the 
Pope; therefore all the time of Pope "_ the 
Church hopt Headleſs. 

The Papiſts do acknowledge this for a 


| Inconvenience, that the Church ſhould lack a2 


true Head for the time, but that's not fo great a 
Matter cry they ;, for ſo ſhe doth when any Pope 
dieth, till another be choſen. If. this be granted, 

what a pitiful Caſe is the Church in then? Since 
Chriſt's time above 250 Popes, and by Conſe-: 


| quence, then the Church hath. been Headleſs 2 50 
times, yea, and ſometimes between the death of 
one Pope, and the chooſing of another, there 


have - paſſed many Days, many Months, and 
ſome Years, as you may read in Hiſtory, and par- 
ticularly Bodin, that after Fælix, ſometimes Duke 


of Savoy, St Peter's Chair ſtood empty ten Years. 


Now, if the Church be Headleſs, where lies her 
underſtanding ; what ſhall guide her when ſhe is 
bereaved of her Head? 
But let us weigh another Objection, did not 
(ay — St _— hold this Opinion. upon Sup- 
polition 


® Bellay. lib. 3. de Eccleſia. cap. a. 4 Rhem. annot. 
in 1 Cor. 14. v. 24. 
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/ poſition of a like Caſe, that the Church of Chriſt 

mould not be prejudiced ? Did not he, having 
recited the Popes Name from the time of Chritt 
to his Days, make this demand? What if any 
Fudas or Traytor had entered among theſe, or 


been choſen by the Error of Men? and anſwer- 
eth preſently, Nen prejudicaret Eccleſie, & inno- 


centibus Chriſtianis, According to the Body of 


the Popiſh Doctrine this mutt be denied; for 


the Papiſts hold that the Pope is Head of the 
| Church, and that it is neceſſary to Salvation to 
acknowledge him the Head ; but” ſo did not St. 


Auftin, The Papiſts hold that i in a true Church, 


one Biſhop — lawfully ſucceed another, or. : 
all is daſht out; but. ſo did not St Auſtin, for he 


puts the Caſe, that ſome Traytor ſubrepſiſſer, 

that is, had come in not orderly into the Biſhop 
of Romes Seat; and yet reſolves that that was 
not prejudical to Gods Church. Let the Papiſt 
conform himſelf in theſe two Points of the Pope's 

Head-ſhip and Succeſſion to St Auſtin's Judgment, 
and, then he may the better ſay in this Caſe of 


Pope Joan, that which St Auſtin ſaid in the Caſe 


propoſed ; that ſhe had not n the Church 
of Chriſt. 

Now if it be true that there was a Pope Joan, 
the Church of Rome muſt be diſcarded as no true 
Church; for thus I argue, that is no true Church 
which cannot give in plain authentical Writing, 


the lawful, orderly, entire, (without any Breach) 


and - found ſincere Succeſſion of. Biſhops 3 but 
your Church if Joan was Pope, cannot give in. 
plain authentical Writing the lawfull, orderly, 
entire, Sc. For by reaſon of her, Benedift the 
IIa, could not a ſucceed Leo the IVth ; 


'® Auſtin. Epiſt. 165. ad liceras cujuſdam Donatiſt. 
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for ſhe was a Bar to his Succeſſion; by her a 
Breach was made in the Rank of Popes, and as 
ſhe was a notorious + hore, ſo ſhe was no Fool; 
as ſhe ſhamefully bafed the Doctors with her 
learning, fo ſhe Out-witted them with her Policy, 
and fat in that Seat which properly belonged to 
Men, to the Confuſion of the Romiſh Church 
and perpetual Infamy of her Clergy. | 

Laſtly, if it be granted there was ſuch a Pope, 
then Popiſh Prieſts may well doubt of the law- 
fulneſs of their Miſſion, and Lay-Papiſts of the 
ſufficiency of their Abſolutions which the Prieſts 
give them on auricular Confeſſion, and of the 
Truth of the real Preſence and Tranſubſtantia- 


- | tion. For unleſs the Popiſh Prieſts be admit- 
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ted by a lawful Biſhop, their Prieſthood is inſig- 
| nificant and of no Effect: F unleſs Lay-Papiſts 


be abſolved by a lawfull Prieſt, their Abſolution 


is nothing worth; and t unleſs the words of 
|  Conſecration be uttered by a lawfull Prieſt, intent 
upon his Buſineſs, there follows no ſubſtantial 
change in the Creatures of Bread and Wine. 
Now how can the Prieſts fay they were inducted 
by lawfull Biſhops, or the Lay-man abſolved by 
lawful Prieſts, or Maſſes ſaid by them, ſeeing 
we read (as I faid before) that Pope Joan gave 
Orders, Pope Foan made Deacons, Prieſts, 
Biſhops, and Abbots. For it may be well enough 
ſuppoted that the Prieſts of this preſent Age are 
del cended from thoſe who received Orders from 
her. Her Succeſſors dealt not with her Shave- 
lings, as Pope John the XII did with Leo the 
VWIIIch his Seeing. John the XIIth de- 
graded 


= Tolet. ſumma G 88 lib. 1. cap. 1. T Concil | 
Trident Sefl. 14. Can. 10. + Beliar. l. 4 de Eucha. cap 16. 
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them all, and compelled every; 8 one „ 
5 to ſubſcribea Paper, wherein was writ 1 


rtopus meus (meaning Leo the \ 1:Ith) bil fibi has 


but, nibil mibi dedit, he had nought for himſelf, 
and gave nought to me: but ſo did not Benedis 
the IIId with Pope Joan. To what hath been 
faid I know not what any Romaniſt in any pro- 
bability can reply, unleſs he fay as Lawyers in the 
Caſe ot Barbarious Philippus, Communis error fa- 
cit jus; yet that will not ſerve the turn, for 
though it may be ſo in matters of the Common 
wealth, in matters of the Church it cannot be ſo; 
for an Error i in the beginning touching the Church 
roves often an Hereſy in concluſion. In matters 
of the Church preſcriptions adds no * to 
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